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YN a ſmall village, ſituated on the declivity 
of adeep glen, in North Wales, a Clergy- 
man of a noble family in England, had for 
ſome time taken up his reſidence. Diſap- 
pointments of various ſorts, had rendered 
: him 
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him ſo diſſatisfied with the great world, 
that almoſt at the meridian of life, he had 
formed the extraordinary reſolution of aban- 
doning ſociety, for which he had ceaſed to 
experience any other ſenſation, than that of 
diſguſt, His wiſh for obſcurity, could not 
have been more fully gratified : The high 
furrounding mountains, covefed either with 
heath;7or preſenting views of the moſt ſteril 
rocks, repreſſed the curioſity of thoſe few 


who travel for obſervation, and none could 


be led thither from other motives. 


The torrents that fell from theſe moun- 
tains, had fertilized a ſmall valley, over 
which they reared their projecting heads; on 
the fide ſtood about a dozen huts, the 


vicarage houſe and the church, which in 


more improved parts of the country, might 
caſily have been miſtaken for ſome other 
building. In ſeparating himſelf from the 


world, Mr. Euſton could not forget thoſe 


duties, which choice had impoſed upon him; 
* and 
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and as his mind was active, and his religion 
unaffected, his plan would have been incom- 
plete, without the care of a ſmall flock. Io 
theſe he diſpenſed both plenty and cheerful- 
neſs, the one, by inſtructing them how to 
cultivate their land, the other by diſpoſing 
their minds to benevolence. He defined 
happineſs to conſiſt, in the conſtant purſuit 
of intereſting employments; - and as his 
ſources of amuſement, were not various, his 
ſucceſs was proportioned to the avidity of 
his perſeverance : hence his little territory- 
ſeemed a W che Eden, amidſt the dreary 


WIR 


General conſent ſeems to have excluded 


the inhabitants of cities, from one of the moſt 


ſublime enjoyments of nature, the contem- 
plation of the riſing ſun, whoſe glorious ani- 
mating beams afford to the humble cottager, 
cauſe of admiration, wonder, and delight, 
perk gm. ſeldom ſuffered its firſt rays to 
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. gild the tops of the oppoſite mountains, be- 
fore he had taſted the refreſhing breath of the 
morning air. As uſual, he had left his bed 
early, and was proceeding to a little garden, 
at the front of his houſe, when on opening 
the door, he perceived a deal box in which 
an infant was laid, who appeared faſt aſleep. 
Involuntary ſurpriſe fixed him for ſome 
moments to the ſpot he ſtood on; he almoſt 
doubted the reality of what he ſaw, and to 
convince himſelf, took the ſleeping child 
gently in his arms; it became rouſed by his 
careſſes, and awaking in great good humour, 
ſmiled upon its new nurſe. His emotions of 
ſurpriſe, now gave way to a ſort of tender- 
neſs he had never felt before, and he imprint- 
ed a kiſs on the ſoft cheek of the little che- 
rub, who ſet up a cry, as if offended at the 
freedom ; the noiſe brought the houſekeeper 
into the hall, to whom Mr. Euſton awk- 
wardly enough, held out his little burden. 


« Bleſs us, fir,” ſaid ſhe, taking the in- 
fant 
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fant from him, © where did this ſweet baby 
come from?” | 


ce I know not,” anſwered Mr. Euſton, © I 
found it at the door. 


« At the door! exclaimed Mrs. _ 


a. In this box, replied he, without any 
covering, and faſt aſleep ; therefore it is evi- 
dent it could not have lain there long.” 


« And what does your honour intend to 
do, cried Mrs. Davey, la, fir! I warrant the 
parents are of good account, for the child is 


not in the ſort of cloaths uſed by! the Logs os of 
this country.“ 


Po! ſaid Mr. Euſton, FT who care bf 
the little creature, to be ſure.” 


The cries of the infant now became more 
loud, and Mrs. Davey conveyed it into the 
kitchen, where ſhe ſoon procured ſome warm 


3 milk 
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milk and bread, which it eat very readily. 


Mr. Euſton could not help following the 


houſekeeper, and whilſt ſhe gave it food, 


ſtood by her with his arms folded, in an atti- 
tude of deep RE. 


It was a lovely girl about ſeven months 
old. 


ce What hall we hy for mann ſaid Mr. 
Euſton 1 


Perhaps, ſir, replied Mrs. Davey, there 


are ne! May the box. 
5 «True anſwered he, 1 will Ngo and ex- 
amine.“ 


95 The-conjefture of Mrs. Davey was right; 
the linen the child was Jaid upon, conſiſted 
o ſapparel made plain, but of very fine mate- 


rials. The fight of theſe again excited the 


curioſity of Mrs. Davey. 
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« Won't your honour, try to find out | 
who brought the child here, ſaid ſhe ?” 


« What ſignifies that, anſwered Mr. 
Euſton, rather more peeviſhly than he was 
uſed to ſpeak, © the parents have no doubt, 
good reaſons for concealing it, and there are 
none why I ſhould not accept the truſt they 


have repoſed in me.“ 


The infant now began to ſolicit his notice, 
by a playfulneſ peculiar to its age, Davey, 
{aid he, in a ſoſtened tone of voice, do not 
fatigue yourſelf with attending to this little 
charge, but provide one of the peaſants 
daughters, who will be able to nurſe it under 


your direction.“ With this injunction he 
| & her, 1 Wü his MOrpung walk. * 


"Ho a the fields mock! haſty ſteps 
regardleſs of the objects, which uſed tg 
engage his attention, for his thoughts werg 
totally abſorbed by this ſtrange incident, and 
4 *© reflection, 
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reflection, inſtead of compoſing him, added 
to his perplexity. The only conjecture he 
could form was, that ſeme one who knew 
him, and had traced out his retirement, had 
conſigned to his humanity for a time, the 


charge he had received, and his reſolutions 


ended as they had began, in a fixed deter- 
mination to take care of the child. 


In the ſtate of uncertainty in which Mr. 
Euſton remained, reſpecting the baptiſm of 
the little girl, he held it right to perform that 
ceremony, and beſtowed upon it the name of 
Auguſta, to. which he ane Sn that 
1 err — 


His days were now become of double 
value, for the engaging diſpoſition and com- 
panionable qualities of Auguſta, had ſoentire- 
ly gained his affections, that her education 
employed his whole attention for two or three 
years. He had been in ſome ſort of expecta- 
tion, that the obſcurity of her birth would be 
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done away; but now, if he thought at all 
about it, it was with fear, leaſt any explana- 
tion ſhould ariſe which might Kean him of 
his protẽgłe. 


In the early part of his life, Mr. Euſton 
had made great proficiency in moſt of thoſe 
accompliſhments, which become a young 
man of faſhion. He ſpoke Italian and French 
with fluency, had ſtudied the rules for draw- 
ing under the firſt maſters, and was eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed for his fine execution, on 
te veral muſical inſtruments. He had a ſmall 
Piano Fortẽ and a Violin, and generally cloſed 
his evenings, with the ſweet and ſoothing 
touches of harmony. Solicitous to ſtore the 
mind of his darling Auguſta, with the ſame 
reſources as he himſelf poſſeſſed, he ven- 
tured on the arduous taſk of becoming her 
preceptor. Her genius however was ſo 
quick, and her retentive faculties ſo ſtrong, 
that nothing ſeemed difficult to her; and at 
the age of fifteen; ſhe might almoſt be called 
B 5 
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an adept, in whatever ſhe had attempted to 
learn. Theſe ſtudies had not led Mr. Euſton 
to neglect thoſe of higher importance, for he 
had principally aimed to give her mind a turn 
for reflection, and to encourage the generous 
propenſities of her feeling heart. He had 
inſpired her with a taſte for the ſimple 
. pleaſures of life, which frequently excite the 
moſt ſublime ideas; thus their rambles thro' 
the fields were rendered intereſting, by the 
examination of plants, whoſe ſtructure exhi- 
bit ſuch wonderful marks of the divine 
creator, as cannot fail of impreſſing the ſoul, 
- with the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of piety and ado- 
ration. Nor did he neglect to bring her ac- 
p quainted, with the N of that extraordi- 
nary man, who with a felicity of judgement 
_ peculiar to himſelf, has diſcovered the orga- 
. nization of every plant, and aſſigned to each 
dhe rank which they actually hold, in the 
vegetable world. | 


Thus ſerenely paſſed the days of 4 
and 


VI AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. m 
and her father, for ſo ſhe had been permitted - 
to call him, until the death of the good old 


Mrs. Davey, interrupted for a time, the 
happineſs they experienced. 
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CHAP. u. 


OMETIMES whilſt Mr. Euſton was 
employed in obſerving his labourers, 
Auguſta would extend her walk, and climb- 
ing up the rugged aſcents of the rock, would 
fit enchanted with the glowing tints, which 
the laſt rays of the ſetting ſun, would throw 
upon the adjacent mountains. One evening 
late in Auguſt, ſhe had ventured farther than 
uſual, and was buſily employed in collecting 
a beautiful ſpecimen of moſs, when her little 
dog, who was her only companion, began to 
bark, and ſhe inſtantly ſaw two pointers ruſh 
. thro? 


ANGUSTA DENBEIGH. 5 
thro' the heath to ſeize him; they attacked 
him ſo furiouſly, that ſhe durſt not attempt 
his reſcue, and whilſt ſhe ſtood a diſtreſſed 
ſpectatreſs of the combat, a figure preſented 
himſelf before her, who almoſt diverted her 
attention from Fidele, ſo different was his ap- 
pearance from any thing ſhe had ever ſeen 
before; nor was the ſtranger leſs furpriſed 
| than herſelf; but his feelings aroſe from an 
oppoſite cauſe, the involuntary admiration 
which real beauty never fails to inſpire. 
How long each might have indulged their 
different emotions, or what might have been 
the fate of poor Fidele, is difficult to ſay, had 
not another gentleman arrived, who called 
off the dogs; when Auguſta ſnatching up her 
little favourite in her arms, ſprang into: a 
narrow path, and was out of fight in a mo- 
ment, She was not long in reaching Mr. 
Euſton's habitation ; and as ſoon as ſhe could 
recover her breath, began to relate the ad- 
venture ſhe had met with, my little Fidele's 
danger, ſaid ſhe, was cauſe ſufficient for 
1 alarm, 
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alarm, but indeed my dear ſir, the man's 
appearance terrified me alſo.“ Here ſhe 
entered upon the deſcription of it, and Mr, 
Euſton much diverted, diſcovered that this 


groteſque being, was ſome gentleman habit- 
1 in a eee dreſs. 


W hilſt they were 8 chus, two 
ſervants with led horſes nee, the door. 
Such an unuſual ſight threw Auguſta into 
freſh agitation, and ſurpriſed even Mr. Euſton, 
who went himſelf to learn their buſineſs. 
They informed him that Lord Euſton and 
Mr. Devereux, had been taking the diver- 
ſion of grouſe ſhooting upon the hills, and 
that the former wiſhed to pay his duty to him, 
and entreated the favour of lodgings, for him 
ſelf and his friend. 


Mr. Euſton ee haſte to Auguſta, 
who ſince the death of Mrs. Davey, had 
| ee his little _ « two very 


"—” XK.) w i 


aid 
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ſaid he, the one is my nephew Lord Euſton, - 


and they mean ta paſs the night here. Will 
you give ſuch orders, as you think n 
for their accommodation. in 


Auguſta loſt not a moment in complying © 


with this requeſt, and had but juſt quitted the 
hall, as the two gentlemen entered it. 


The meeting was rather awkward on both 


ſides, for although the benevolence of Mr. 
Euſton's heart was too great, for him to feel 


any diſpleaſure againſt a nephew, whom he | 


had never before ſeen, yet ſo many inſtances 


of his brother's unkindneſs, ruſhed at once 


upon his mind, that he was more paſſive 
than cordial, in receiving the embraces of Lord 
Euſton, who, as there was a ſpectator of their 
interview, felt no ſmall ſnare of embarraſſ- 
ment, at the coolneſs of his reception. He 
at length preſented his friend, and added, 
that as they were ſo near the habitation of an 
uncle, to whom he had long wiſhed to pay 


his 


rr 


. 
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his duty, he could not prevail upon himſelf to 
renounce the gratification. | 


Such an affectionate appellation, which 


had never before met his cars, vibrated thro” 
the whole frame of Mr. Euſton, and with a a 


ſimilar effect to the ſweet modulations of har- 


mony, _ baniſhed every diſcordant paſſion 
from his foul. He now caught Lord Euſton 


in his arms, and-gave ſuch a welcome to. his 
fiend as hand: both. 


The gentlemen now produced the game 


they had killed, and refuſing any refreſh- 
ment before ſupper, except that ariſing from 
a change of apparel, Mr. Euſton conducted 
them to apartments for that purpoſe. 


Lord Euſton was in his twentieth year; he 
was good humoured, lively and thoughtleſs, 
and had a countenance which expreſſed as 
much. He had conſiderable degree of eaſe, 
and faſhion in his manner, and nothing threw 

1 him 


| 
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him under reſtraint but the ſeverity of his 
father, who was ſo anxious for a dignity of 
deportment, in the repreſentative of his fami- 


ly, that they ſeldom agreed when they were 


together, which was not very often. He was 
not devoid of feeling, but it was only called 
forth, upon extraordinary occaſions ; thus his 
meeting with his uncle, had affected him for 


the moment, becauſe it was a ſcene altoge- 


ther new to him ; and thus, the charms of 
Auguſta had made a great impreſſion on his 
heart, becauſe he had never before behold 


ſuch unadorned beauty. 


Perhaps Auguſta had never looked more 
lovely, than on the very evening, when 
chance had firſt produced their rencontre : 
Her figure was of that graceful ſort, which 
a ſimple ſtyle of dreſs diſplays to the utmoſt 
advantage ; and her anxiety for the ſafety of 
Fidele, had given an expreſſion of tender- 
neſs to her fine features, which made them 


— irreſiſtible; Lord Euſton had not 


d 
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ceaſed to reproach himſelf for having ſuffer- 


ed her to eſcape, or to make encomiums on 
her beauty to his friend Mr. Devereux, who | 
had been at too great a diſtance to obſerve her 
ſo much, and whoſe attention had been chiefly 
taken up, in endeavuuring to extricate the 


little animal from the fury of his aſſailants. 


Mr. Devereux was ſecond fon to the Earl 
| of Sunderne ; his perſon Was uncommonly 
clegant, and there · was a fort of intelligence 
in 105 countenance, which intereſted every 
one who beheld him. He poſſeſſed a gen- 
tleneſs of manners which was free from inſi- 
Pidity, and when he ſpoke, it was with a 
degree of animation which convinced his 
hearers, that he poſſeſſed the energy of a 
noble mind, 


When the gentlemen returned to the ſtudy, 
they found Auguſta with Mr. Euſton, who 
preſenting them to her, ſaid, * his is my 
Auguſta,” 
| , Lord 
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Lord Euſton in the exuberance of his joy 
at ſeeing her again, exclaimed, © Indeed ! is 
this lovely creature my coulin !” 


This queſtion involved Mr. Euſton in a 
difficulty, he had never before thought of; 
however, with admirable preſence of mind, 
he replied, If I do not preſent her to you 
as a couſin, I at leaſt may venture to preſent 
her, as one of the moſt valuable of her ſex. 


An 1 inquiry after her dog, wha lay by "a 
with one of his feet bound up, firſt convinced 


Auguſta of what ſhe almoſt doubted, that 
_ theſe were the ſame perſons ſhe had met on 
the mountain, ſo great was the transforma- 
tion Produced by dreſs. 2 


I hoge he 1s not hurt m ” faid Mr. | 


Devereux, taking hun gently from the floor. 


f ] fear he is, replied Auguſta, for he will 
not bear me to touch his foot, and does not at- 


tempt 
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tempt to ſtir from the place where I 10 him 
down.“ 


«Oh! if his leg be broke, ſaid Lord Euſton, 
laughingly, Devereux I dare ſay can ſet it.” 


« I ſhould certainly wiſh, and would try, 
to repair the injury I had in part occaſioned, 
anſwered Mr. Devereux, but I believe 
Madam, I can relieve your apprehenſions on 
that account, for the leg is only bruiſed. 


Here ſupper was announced, and Mr. 
Euſton telling his gueſts that he hoped they 
were ſportſmen ſufficient, to live on the pro- 
duce of their guns, for that his habitation 
ſupplied little variety, conducted them to the 


eating room, 

After ſupper was over, the converſation | 
took a very lively turn, in which as the ſub- 
jects were adapted to Auguſta, ſhe ſuſtained | 

her part, with caſe to herſelf; for although 
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this might be termed her firſt introduction to 
a party, ſhe felt no embarraſſment, where 
ſhe was conſcious of committing no impro- 
priety. Mr. Euſton beheld the way in which 
ſhe acquitted herſelf, with inexpreſſible de- 
light, for he had not until then, made ſuch 
anxious obſervations, on the ſweetneſs and 
dignity of her manners, and had too much 
humility to know how large a portion, ſhe 
muſt have imbibed from himſelf. He told his 


viſitors, that they generally devoted an hour 


to muſick every evening, and Lord Euſton 
ſeizing Auguſta by the hand, placed her at 
the piano forte ; he was rapturous in his com- 
mendations of her performance, But will 
you not ſing ?” ſaid he. | 


« We have none of the faſhionable airs © 


of the preſent day, faid Mr. Euſton, but 
Auguſta will give you ſome old ballad, which 
I ſelected in former times. 


Her voice, naturally full, ſweet and pathe- 
| tic, 
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tic, gave great force to the ſubject ſhe had 
choſen, and when ſhe had finiſhed it, and 
roſe from her ſeat, ſhe perceived Mr. Deve- 


reux {till gazing upon her, with a melancholy 
attention; this threw her into ſome little con- 


fuſion, and ſhe ſeized the moment of general 
ſilence, to bid them good night. 


On their ſeparation, the mind of each in- 
dividual was deeply, tho' variouſly employed, 
Mr. Euſton had not failed to obſerve the ad- 


miration, which the beauty and accompliſn- 


ments of Auguſta had excited; nor did the 
curioſity of Lord Euſton, to diſcover who 


ſhe was, eſcape his notice. He ſaw the neceſ- 


ſity of imparting ſomething of her hiſtory, 
but how to do it, without wounding her de- 
licacy, gave him no ſmall diſtreſs. | 


Auguſta had retired with her thoughts, 


more buſily employed than they had ever 
been before. The highly poliſhed manners 


of the ſtrangers, their reſpectful attentions, 
and 


+ ” 
* L ls” . 1 Py 
: 1 2 A 8 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 23 


and apparent admiration of her, were alike 
new, flattering and pleaſing. She began to 
wonder why Mr. Euſton, had abandoned 
ſuch ſociety, and indulged herfelf in conjec- : 
tures, until a ſweet ſlumber put an end to _— 
them, 


Lord Euſton did not once cloſe his eyes, 


he aſſured himſelf that he was diſtractedly in H 
love with. Auguſta; that he could not live 3 
without her; and reſolved not to quit his 
preſent abode, until he had learnt what her 1 
fituation with reſpect to his uncle really was. 13 
Mr. Devereux's waking moments were f 
differently employed; furpriſe was almoſt the 38 
_ predominant paſſion which he felt. Ina ſpot 19 
where he expected to find only a fevere re- 1 


_ cluſe, he had met with' beauty, elegance, and 
ſuch refined ſentiments, as were exaCtly con- 
genial with his own taſte. He regretted that "2 {A 
a character ſo formed to delight, and improve” 3H 
the world as Mr. Euſton, ſhould have had 


„ 
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* 


cauſe to become a voluntary exile from it; 
and when he contemplated the lot of Auguſta, 
connected as it ſeemed to be, with the choice 
of Mr. Euſton, he could not help lamenting, 
that ſuch charms were to be buried in ob- 


ſcurity. 


Mr. Euſton kept his chamber much later 
then uſual, knowing well that his gueſts, 


would not abandon theirs at an early hour. 


He was however ſoon joined by them, after 
he had reached his garden, and on receiving 
ſome compliments from Mr. Devereux, on 
his romantic ſituation, and the high ſtate of 
culture it was in, he replied, It is in truth a 


ſpot endeared to me from the recollection, that 


during the forty years J have reſided on it, I 
have met with no one circumſtance, which 
could give me real pain. The peaſants who 


are my tenants, regard me with affection; 


but Auguſta, and his eyes filled with tears, 


is the ſolace of my age; then turning to 


Lord — he continued, ſhe is not your 
couſin, 
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couſin, but the child of misfortune, and my 
e daughter.“ 


Lord Euſton caught hold of his hand, and 
would have ſaid ſomething, but his lips deny- 
ed him utterance. Mr. Devereux likewiſe, 
was too much affected to attempt to ſpeak, 


and breakfaft was announced, at a moment 


favourable to the feelings of each. 


The inquiries of Auguſta, ſoon reſtored 
general cheerfulneſs, and during the repaſt 
Mr. Euſton ſaid to her, How my love, 
ſhall we be able to prevail upon our friends 
to prolong their ſtay ?” | 


«1 know not, replied' the finiling, ug 


they are as much tired of gayety, as we are 
delighted with the interruption they occaſion 
to our ſolitude.” 


I, cried Lord Euſton eagerly, ſhall quit 


4 


SJ 
» 


this place with ſo much regret, that I cannot 
VOL, 1, C be 
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be ſufficiently grateful for the prolonga- 


alternately at Mr. Euſton and Auguſta, have 


muſt purſue the ſports of the field by your- 
ſelves, for to thoſe I cannot accompany you, 


tion of my felicity, in receiving permiſſion 
to ſtay ſome time with you.” 


* 


« And I, ſaid Mr. Devereux, looking 


not found in any place in buſy life, ſuch re- 
quiſites to happineſs, as theſe tranquil ſcenes 
. | 4 


« Well then, replied Mr. Euſton, you 


and. when you are tired return to me and 


Auguſta,” 
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CHAP. III. 


ORD Euſton and Mr. Devereux, had 

paſſed a week in this delightful abode of 
peace and ſimplicity, when the engagements 
of the latter demanded his departure, . You, 
Euſton, faid he, ſeem to have forgot that the 
world contains any other OE RN, than WES 
are to be found on this little ſpot ; and diſpoſed 
as I am, to grant them the pre-eminence their 
characters entitle them to, yet I muſt liſten to 
thoſe claims, which require my preſence elſe- 
where.“ 


8 2 do 8 
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* I do not ſuppoſe, replied Lord Euſton, 
in a dejected tone of voice, that my uncle will 


think it right, to urge me to ſtay longer than 


you do; therefore, as you have penetrated in- 
to the real ſtate of my heart, I expe& from 
your friendſhip, all the indulgence you can 
give; do not, I beſeech you, tear me from 
hence, until you can no longer delay it?” 


*c That period, laid Mr. Devereux, with 


ſome emotion, is arrived, and I can remain 
here no longer than to-morrow morning.” 


The nde of Mr. Euſton interrupted 


the converſation, who perceiving evident 
marks of diſcontent in the countenance of his 
nephew, could not forbear.inquiring the cauſe, 


ce Tt is a melancholy one to me, anſwered 


Lord Euſton, for we were talking of leaving 
you to-morrow.” 


«Ii indiſpenſible motives require it, ſaid 
| Ha M:g 


Fd 
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Nr. Euſton, it would neither be polite nor 
friendly in me to ſolicit you farther, and the 


flattering indications of regret, which I per- 
acive, incline me to believe, that you would 


not elſe adopt the refolution ; all I ſhall there- 


fore ſay, is, that when the return of ſummer 
again holds forth to you an inducement, to 
viſit this fohtary region, you will make me 
moſt a happy, by * the favour of 
your vi 


Mr. Devereux bowed in fitence, but Lord 
Euſton could not conceal his chagrin: © What, 


ſaid he, uncle, when we are fo miferable 


about leaving you, do you not aſk us to re- 
turn before next fummer ?”* | 


Mr. Devereux prevented an immediate 


reply, © Be affured my dear fir, ſaid he; 


taking Mr. Euſton's hand which he preſſed 
with energy, that the hours I have paſſed here, 
are too precious to my remembrance, for me 


do neglect the permiſſion you have given me, 


C3 "WF 
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to viſit you again; 1t 1s probable I ſhall not 
return from the continent, where I am going, 
long before the time you mention; and I 
ſhall not think I have acquitted myſelf, of all 
the duties I owe my native country, until I 
have paid my reſpects to you.“ 


The evening was uncommonly fine, and as 


the idea of a ſeparation had infected the whole 
party, with mutual ſenſations of regret, Mr. 
Euſton propoſed they ſhould take a long 
walk, and try to divert their thoughts, by a 
view of the ſublime ſcenery around them. 
He conducted them by the ſide of the ſtream, 
to a valley ſo fearfully narrow, that it ſeemed 
rather a chaſm, rent aſunder in the rocks, by 
ſome violent operation of nature. Here, 
whilſt they were obſerving the vaſt fi 1g - 


ments, which hung impending over their 


heads, Lord Euſton found means to detach 
Auguſta from their companions, I am 
about to quit you, ſaid he, but I cannot do it 
without telling you, that I love you to di- 
traction.” | „ 
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Auguſta's cheeks glowed with a higher 
vermilion teint, than they had ever Joni: be- 


fore, and ſhe ſtepped haſtily The ard. 


ec You are diſpleaſed Vith me, continued 
he, * am miſerable.” - 


Ho can I be otherwiſe than difpleaſed 
with you, ſaid Auguſta, ſince you thus try to 
efface all the favourable impreſſions which 
your former behaviour, would have leſt upon 
my memory ?” 


— 


« Let me but hope, replied he, that you 


do entertain ſome favourable ſentiments for 


me, and I will cheriſh them, even. by my 


NEE, if that be your with p 


1 Miſtake-n me not, anſwered Auguſta, the 
fentiments T do and only can ſeel for you, 


are thoſe which are your due, as the nephew 


of my revered benefactor.” 


| "2 « Cruel 


- 
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« Cruel Auguſta! cried Lord Euſton de- 
jectedly, is it that your heart is inſenſible, or 
does ſome happier man 


 « ] will anfwer you with ſincerity, fir, 
replied Auguſta, and ſpare you the conclu-- 

ſion of your inquiries. I know not whether 
my heart be infenfible, but L am fure it has felt 
no ſuch attachment, as that youallude to; and 
with equal truth I may add, it will never be- 
a giſt I cart beſtow upon your Lordſhip. If 
inclination did not decide thus for me, how. 
could you ever ſuppoſe I would repay the 
paternal obligations I owe to Mr. Euſton, by 
receiving the clandeſtine addreſſes of his 
nephew? | 


ce Call them not clandeſtine,—conſent but 
to ſuſpend your rejection, until in the face of 
"tae whole world, I may lay my title and my 
fortune at your feet, cried Lord Euſton.” 


a No, my "ROY faid Auguſta, hed even 
| then, 
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then, I would prove that I had attended to 
the precepts of your noble uncle, and fave 
you, from an action unworthy of yourſelf.“ 
As ſhe ſpoke this, ſhe quickened her ſteps, 
and joined Mr. Euſton and Mr. Devereux. 


The ſhades of evening now fell around 
them, and reminded them that it was time 
to return home. The daſhing of the water 
along a channel, obſtructed by large maſſes 


of rock, was heard more diſtinctly in the 


dead ſilence of approaching night, whilſt the 
ſummits of the craggy hills, almoſt receding 
from the ſight, preſented a thouſand fantaſ- 


tie forms to their imaginations. 


As they n. the houſe, Mr. Deve- 
reux ſaid to Auguſta, The grandeur of the 
ſcene J have juſt beheld, can never be effaced 
from my memory; and the pleaſures of this 
day, can only be equalled by the ſufferings 
which to-morrow will bring. Perhaps the 
moment of bidding you adieu, n may 


0 5 _ 
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be too,—perhaps I may not then be able to 
wiſh to that excellence I ſo much revere, all 
the felicity which ought to be its portion.” 
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He then bowed upon her hand; and Au- 
guſta was too much affected with this re- 
ſpectful adieu, to attempt any re- 


P. | . 


It was agreed that the ** ſhould 
ſet out early in the morning, to avoid the 
repetition of a parting ſcene : The evening 
cloſed without their once thinking of muſick, 
-andat a late hour they retired to their apart- 
ments, | 
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CHAP. IV. 


HE departure of his gueſts, left Mr. 

: Euſton's mind, in a ſtate of much diſ- 
compoſure. Happy in the filial affection of 
Auguſta, he had never looked forward to the 
moment of loſing her; but the. admiration. 
her beauty had now received, and the too 
viſible partiality of his nephew, had excited 
the moſt anxious thoughts for her future eſta- 
bliſhment. - The haughty ſpirit of his brother 
would, he knew, look down with diſdain on 

% 2 alliance for his ſon, which did not boaſt 

the Jplrndous of both riches and neee F 


his 
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his own heart revolted from the idea of a 
union, which in him might be attributed to 
the wiſh of retaliating the injuries he had 
ſuſtained from the Earl: Indeed it was 
this, which led him to fix ſo diſtant a period 
for his nephew's. viſit. Auguſta, in his eye, 
would have'graced a coronet, inſtead of being 
graced by it; but he knew that he had out- 
lived the opinions of the world, where pre- 
eminence of birth, and a ſuperfluity of wealth, 
ſupercede every other recommendation. He 
reflected that at his age, life could be of no 
long continuance, and to leave her without 
an eftabliſhment, or even one proper con- 
nexion, would expoſe her to difficulties, | 
which her extreme ignorance of the world. 
rendered the more alarming to his imagina- 
tion, His whole ſtore of riches, was barely 
three thouſand pounds, for affluence had de- | 
ſerted him, before he deſerted the affluent ;- | 
and he had never entertained a thought of | 
accumulating. wealth again, until Auguſta, * 
| helpleſs and unprovided, became his charges \ 


ſince 
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fince then he had however made an annual 


— and remitted it to his banker. 


After mature deliberation, he a 
to conquer his repugnance to enter again in- 
to ſociety, ſince that ſeemed to offer the on- 


ly means of preſerving his poor Auguſta, 


from the calamities his fancy had ſuggeſted. 
He propoſed to himſelf to ſpend the winter 
in London, and renew ſuch of his former 


connexions, as would be likely to prove of 


| ſervice to her: and he flattered himſelf, that 


an eſtabliſhed good acquaintance, would be. 
a certain ſecurity againſt thoſe evils he had 
dreaded. As he never concealed a thought 
in his own boſom, which he knew would 
give pleaſure to hers, he immediately com- 


municated his determination to her, but 


without hinting at the motive; and ſhe, with 
all the. ardour which a young mind, naturally 
feels in the purſuit of novelty, anticipated the 
happineſs which he had prepared for her. 


As 5 
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- As Mr. Euſton had maintained no other 
ſort of intercourſe with the world, than what 
buſineſs ſometimes required, the ſight of a 
letter was altogether a novelty : indeed ſuch 
communications could only reach him one: 
day in a week, when the ſervant, who ſuper- 
intended his farm, went to the market town, 
which was diſtant from them thirteen miles. 


Mr. Euſton was employed in anſwering 
ſome of Auguſta's inquiries reſpecting Lon - 
don, when a letter was delivered to him. He 
read it, put his hand to his. forehead, and: 
fetched a deep groan. Auguſta, who had 
never ſeen his temper ruffled upon any occa- 
flon; became greatly territied, ſhe threw, 
down her work and ilew to him, bop dear. 
ſir!“ was all ſhe could ſay. 


am not ill my love, aid he, but I: 
have here found a ſtroke of fortune, to which 


Ion my philoſophy is unequal.” 
Auguſta 
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Auguſta extremely agitated, could not re- 
ceive the letter he held out to her. 


e am wrong, faid he, to occaſion you 

ſuch cauſeleſs terror, and will puniſh myſelf 

— it, by repeating the contents of the let- 

The banker, in whoſe. hands I had 

— my whole ſtock of 1 is become 
a bankrupt. | 


* And what is the conſequence of that?” 
aſked Auguſta. 


That I muſt loſe it all, replied Mr. 
Euſton, ſo my letter tells me.. 


Oh, fir! cried Auguſta, bon you re- 
heve me! I dreaded ſomething fatal to your 
peace, —to my happineſs, —nor can I be ſuf- 
ficiently grateful to nn that the oval 
is no . oy 


ws « My child, faid Mr, Euſton, you f not 
5 _ | fore- 
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foreſee as I do, the probable conſequences of 
this loſs; but to go no farther, and he forced 
a faint ſmile, what will my Auguſta ſay, to a 
diſappointment in that pleaſant fcheme, which 
but now occupied our converfation. ? 


ee Tf you mean our excurſion to London, 
replied ſhe, I renounce it with my whole 
heart, for indeed, in the midit. of all the gay 
expectancies it produced, I was ſtill doubt- 
ful of our being ſo happy there, as. we are 

now.“ 8 1 
F | : 
« Your obſervation, faid Mr. Eufton, is 
at once a reproof, and a cordial to me; we 
act wrong when we make ourſelves miſera- 
| ble about thoſe events, which may be in- 
tended for our good, or which we have 
m our power to furmount, by an exertion of 
our fortitude. Your ſtrength of mind, has 
given renovation to mine ; for ſolely on the 
| account 
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account of my Auguſta, was the contin 
ſuſtained.” 
wy * 
«« Then cried ſhe, preſſing his hands ta 
her lips, promiſe the happy Auguſta, who 
can experience no misfortune whilſt ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes ſuch a friend and benefactor, that you: 
will not ſuffer this incident to prey upon your 
ſpirits longer than the preſent moment.” 


« ] promiſe her, ſaid he, that the only re- 
maining wiſh of my heart, is to promote her 


ſelicity; and kiſſing her, he bade her a 
on night. 


Left to himſelf, he could no longer re- 
preſs the poignancy of thoſe feelings, which 
this fatal information had excited. He be- 
held Auguſta, the child of his affection, the 
ſupport of his age, expoſed to all the horrours 
of unfriended poverty ; nor could he frame 
a ſingle project to remedy a calamity, which 
his age ſeemed to render inevitable. His 

| boſom 
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doſom was tormented with a thouſand diſ- 
tracting thoughts, and for the firſt time ſince 


he entered his peaceful un N for- 
Wok his eyelids, . | 


| 
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CHAP. V. 


PHE ſolicitude of Auguſta's inquiries, 
| the enſuing morning, convinced Mr. 


- Euſton that his appearance betrayed thoſe 


emotions, which he wiſhed to conceal; he 


| ſtrove to be cheerful, but it was alas! in vain, 


for this ſtroke ſeemed to have chilled the cur- 
rent of life ; ſome days paſſed with continued 


efforts on his part, and equally concealed 
| agonies on that of Auguſta ; ſhe too plainly 


perceived his altered looks, the melancholy 
by which he was abſorbed, and how ineffec- 
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tual her. endeavours were to chaſe it away; 
ſhe carefully endeavoured to conceal the bit- 
terneſs of her anguiſh, whenever he was pre- 
ſent; but the hours of her retirement were 
ſpent in tears. At length ſhe became unable 
to ſupport herſelf under her fears, and be- 
ſought him to call in ſome medical advice. 


— _ * 
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If 1 found: myſelf ill, fad he, I would: 4 
not heſitate to do ſo ; but indeed I have not 4 


one ailment, of which I ſhould know how 

to complain to a phyſician. My mind it is 

true, does not poſſeſs its accuſtomed. cheer-- 

fulneſs, but where ſhall I meet with a cure 
for that, when the tendernefs of my Auguſta. 
fails ta perform it,” | 


* 
35 IE» oe, 
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She * only anſwer him with tears, and 
he continued thus, . have been viewing the 
paſt occurrences. of my life, and although the 
retroſpect taken in the aggregate is unplea- 
fant, you ought not to be unacquainted with. 
it, eſpecially as the latter part is ſo materially; 
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ronnected with your own ; and when we have 
finiſhed our tea, I will give you the relation.“ 
" | | 
Auguſta ſtrove to attain a look of com- 
Polure, and thought it right to remind Mr, 
Euſton of the promiſe he had given her. 


My father, ſaid he, the Earl of Seaton 
-had four ſons, of whom I was the youngeſt. 
It was my misfortune to loſe my mother at ſo 
early a period of my life, that I have no re- 
collection of her; ſhe was of a noble family, 
-but had little fortane, and her perſonal charms 
made an impreſſion on my father, when he 
was too young to form intereſted views. A 


long minority had given him an uncontroula- 


ble ſpirit; he delighted to exhibit all the 
exteriors of grandeur, and unhappily for his 
family, indulged himſelf in a taſte he had 


imbibed for high play; his eſtate, tho' large, 


conſequently became deeply encumbered. 
As is uſual in ſuch caſes, the younger ſons 
were to look forward for proviſion, in the 

church 


46 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 


church or army. My. brothers choſe the 
former, my election you know.“ 


« We were educated at home, under che 
care of a tutor, and my father's thoughtleſs 
extravagance, extended even to his children, 
for we were indulged in every expence, that 
either faſhion or caprice led us to adopt. My 
eldeſt brother, who was nine years older than 
me, went abroad at the age of eighteen, and 
in due time I was ſent to Oxford. 


« My father's ſplendid ſtyle of living, had 
made me known to almoſt every young man 
of conſequence, and my company was univer- 
fally courted. The diſſipation which now 
chiefly characterizes that place, which our 
anceſtors wiſely conſecrated to learning, 
ſoon obliterated the few maxims of ſelf denial, 
with which my mind had been furniſhed, 
and I catered into all the exceſſes, which 
money could procure. My demands were 
ſo great, that my father began to remonſtrate ; 

| 8 | but 
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but his taſte for expence, held out to me an 
excuſe for mine, and I continued incorrigi- 
ble. | - 


tc ] had returned to Oxford for the laſt 
term, before I was to take orders, when a 


meſſenger followed me with the news of his 
having died * 


c Deeply affected wich ſorrow at this 15 
expected event, I haſtened to town, and found - 
that an expreſs had alſo been diſpatched: to 

my eldeſt brother, who was then at Paris. 
Preparations were made. for the funeral, and 
he arrived before the remains of our indul- 


gent parent were conſigned to their kindred 
duſt. ” : | 


A « On opening the will, we found that the 
eſtate was charged with ſeven thouſand pounds 


to each of the younger ſons. Lord Seaton | 


appeared chagrined at this, but his mortifi- 
cation became * for him to preſerve 


a pro- 
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a proper degree of decorum in his behaviour, 


when he learnt that there were alſo mortga- 


ges upon it, to the amount of thirty thou- 
ſand a 


*. Goes gave myſelf a thought, about 
the ſcantineſs of my own fortune; I . there 
was a living worth nine hundred a year in the 
giſt of my brother, which had induced my 
father to wiſh that one of us, would enter in- 
to orders; and until it ſhould become vacant, 
I thought myſelf ſecure of a reſidence, in the 
houſe of my brother. The idea however was 
ſoon annihilated, by his declaring that he 
ſhould letbothhis town and country houſe, and 


retire to the continent, until he had retrieved 


the family eſtate from its heavy incumbrances. 
The ſteward told him, that might eaſily be 
done, without his quitting Exighand,- if he 
would conſent to live with ceconomy ; but he 
anſwered haughtily, that he could not bear to 
witneſs the changes WINTER ward ga 5 
his eftabkſhment.” 2 928 

His 
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« [His determination firſt led me to re- 
flect on my own ſituation, and how I were to 
ſupport the appearance I had hitherto made 
in the world. I wiſhed not to return to Ox- 


ford, as I found my reſolution unequal to 
reform my mode of life, among my former 


companions. At length however I con- 
quered this falſe ſhame, and reiolved to 
return thither for the ſhore time neceſſary, 
and after I had been ordained, to ſpend two 
or three years, in making what 1s called the 
tour of Europe.” 


« | wrote to Lord Seaton, to beg he 


would give me his advice about the route I 


ſhould take, and alſo ſome letters of intro- 
duction, at the different courts he had viſit- 


ed. His anſwer ſurpriſed me inexpreſſibly; 


at was cold and laconic ; he ſaid that letters 


of recommendation from him, could be of 
no real ſervice, ſince they would introduce 


me to ſuch ſocieties, as would lead me in- 


to expences, which my fortune could not 
ſupport, and he ended with a hint, that if 
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I were determined to travel, I had beſt avoid 


thoſe places which he frequented, and to go as 
| Meyer as poſſible.” 
“Good God |! low ſevere were my ſenſa- _ 1 


tions, on reading this extraordinary epiſtle, 
I had a difficulty in perſuading myſelf that a 
brother could write it; but alas! I knew Y 
not his character; we had been ſeparated 9 
whilſt I was too young to form any Judge- 
ment of him.” 


« ] ſhould tell you that during this time, 
one of my brothers was at Gibraltar, and 
the other 1n the Weſt Indies.” 


« ] ſpent ſeveral years in viſiting France, 
Germany and Italy. I heard frequently from 
my-friends in England, and at length learnt 

that Lord Seaton had returned thither, hav- 
ing lived ſo frugally abroad, that he was ſup- 
poſed to have cleared his eſtate. This 
Piece of news mind me to reviſit wy 

native country.“ 

cc On 


0 + 2 
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| IH « On my arrival in London, I debated 

is with myſelf whether I ſhould wait upon Lord 
7 Seaton, who was then at Seaton Caſtle or 
1 not; and that abſence had weakened my 

— 1 reſentment, feeling I hoped that time had alſo 

35 FF meliorated his affections, and therefore de- 
XZ termined to wait upon him.” 


F <« If he did not give me a cordial recep- 
" © tion, it was atleaſt a civil one.“ 
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ENA 


Had ſoon an opportunity of obſerving, 

that Lord Seaton inherited the chief weak- 
neſs of my father, without one of his vir- 
tues to plead. in extenuation of it. He 
affected to treat me with that fort of ceremo- 
nious reſpect, which is at once calculated to 
deſtroy confidence, and repel affection; and 
when J mentioned the time of my departure, 1 
he neither aſked me to prolong my ſtay, nor ' 
renew my viſit. On the morning I were to Y 
leave him, we breakfaſted by accident alone, 
127 i and 
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and I took occaſion to mention the living, 
which had been intended for me by my father, 


in a manner which could neither offend his 


pride nor hurt my own. Never can his re- 


ply, or the unfeeling manner in which he 


ſpoke it, be recollected without exciting the 


ſame ſort of agitation. with which I then 
heard it: He told me, that he had ſold the 


next preſentation ſome time ago.“ 


<« ] quitted his houſe, without being able 
to pronounce a farewell, and returned-to town 
in a ſtate of deſparation, the greateſt part 
of my patrimony was ſpent; I had no rela- 
tions whom I could look up to for patronage, 
and my family had been ſo {ſtrenuous in their 
oppoſition to miniſtry, that I was deprived of 
all hopes, from any applications of that na- 
ture. The dejection of my mind, threw me 
into a dangerous fever, from which I was 
hardly recovered, when the news arrived of the 
death of thatbrother, who had been ſome years 
ſtationed in the Weſt Indies. As he died 
„ without 
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without a will, bas fortune was divided among 
us, and proved a very ſeaſonable relief to my 
necellicies,” | 


«About this time, a gentleman who had 
been my moſt intimate friend at college, pre- 
vailed upon me to ſpend a few months at his 
ſeat, in the weſt of England; he had often 
talked to me of his ſiſter, whom I had never 
ſeen; and jeſtingly adviſed me to propoſe my- 
ſelf to her, adding that ſhe inherited a very 
large fortune from her grandmother, and was 
juſt ſuch a romantic being as myſelf, To 
ſhorten my ſtory as much as poſſible; I could 
not remain inſenſible to the charms of Miſs 
Munſter ; but the conſciouſneſs of my own 
want of fortune, and the dread that it might be 
ſuſpected her's was my chief inducement, 


made me ſtruggle to ſuppreſs a paſſion, which 


had taken deep root in my heart. Munſter 
pretended he had diſcovered a mutual attach- 
ment, and by his encouragement, I at length 


ventured to make a declaration of mine. O 
Auguſta! 
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Auguſta ! you are yet to learn that there are 
among your ſex thoſe, whoſe higheſt ambi- 
tion is to condemn a lover to deſpair, who 
delight in feigning a paſſion they cannot feel, 
and by thus raiſing hopes which are to be 
for ever blaſted, render the miſery of their 
victims more acute. This was my fate, 
\ - and to add tothe keenneſs of my ſufferings, 

the man who had taken pains to ſupplant 
me, was my brother, Lord Seaton; and 
the friend who had foſtered my infant paſ- 


ſion, baſely deſerted my cauſe, and became 
an advocate for him. 


e Shame and diſappointment, again drove 
me to the continent; if I could have per- 
ſuaded myſelf to have adopted the tenets of 

the church of Rome, I had ſurely then 
7 embraced a monaſtic life, and the ſecluſion 
practiſed by the monks, firſt gave me an idea 
of the plan I afterwards purſued. I began 
to think it poſſible, that there might be 
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found for me in my own country, a ſoli- 
tude ſuited to the colour of my fate, 1 
traverſed the moſt unfrequented parts of 
Wales, and fortunately diſcovered juſt ſuch 
a ſpot as my fancy hd led me to wiſh. 1 
applied to the poſſeſſor, who readily agreed 
to leaſe it to me for my life, and as the 
terms were adapted to the ſlender remains 
of my inheritance, I was ſoon ſettled in 
my ſimple abode. I prevailed upon Mrs. 
Davey, to come and take the direction of 
my little houſchold. She had been a nurſery 
maid at Seaton Caſtle when I was a child; 
and in endeavouring to fave me from being 
hurt by a ladder, which I had pulled down 
from one of the fruit trees, fell under it herſelf, 
and diſlocated her hip, by which means. 
the became a cripple. From the time I 
was of an age, to be ſenfible of her kind 
interference, I had allowed her an annual 
ſipend for her ſupport; and the grateful 
creature rewarded me, by accepting this 
ſolitary life with cheerfulneſs. | 


« 'The 
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« The ſerenity of my days, formed for 
a time their happineſs. I almoſt ceaſed 
to think of a world, where I had been a- 
like diſappointed in love, friendſhip, fame, 
and fortune, and ſoon became devoted to 
the pleaſures, which the culture of my 
fields, and the improvement of my cottage, 
afforded me. The rude 1gnorance of the 
peaſants, demanded my pity, and required 
my aſſiſtance; I made them my humble 
friends; and if the reciprocity of intellec- 
tual intercourſe was denied me, I at leaſt 
eſcaped the mortifications which ingratitude 
inflicts, and the ſtill keener pangs which 
thoſe muſt endnre, who no longer baſk in 
the ſunſhine of proſperity. 


«© Revolving vears, brought neither 
change of ſentiment, nor change of Life ; 
and I had paſſed more than twenty years 
on this ſpot, when Providence in compaſ- 
ſion to the ſufferings of my youth, gave 
to my declining age, a comfort ſufficient 
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to recompenſe me, for all I had endured. 
This precious gift, was you my Auguſta. 


found you early one morning at my 
door, beauteous, and {miling as a Cherub. 
ow you were brought there was a myſ- 
tery, I could never develope; but your 
apparel beſpoke an affluent parentage, and 
I regarded you as a depoſit, which I ſhould 
in time be called upon to ſurrender. 


- 51/3398 | 

The faſcinating graces of your infancy, 
ſoon made an intereſt in my. heart; and 
when added to theſe, I diſcovered that you 
poſſeſſed the moſt amiable diſpoſition, I 
doated upon you, with the unbounded af- 
feRion of a fond father. | 


The expectation. of hearing from your 
family, withheld me from giving you that 
account. of yourſelf, which I perhaps ought. 
ſooner to have done; but indeed, I cd 
to conſider you entirely my own; and 
whilſt 
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whilſt 1 practiſed the delightful employ- 
ment of. forming your mind, I flattered 
myſelf, that I was alſo providing for your 
future eſtabliſhment. From your infancy I. 
have annually ſaved a little ſum, which 
from the fimple ſtyle in which you have 


| lived, might have proved a ſufficiency for 


your ſupport, when I am no more. The 
failure of my banker has deſtroyed this 
hope, and I muſt leave my Auguſta to 
that poverty I fo much dread. —Here the 
conflict of his mind, impeded Ris farther 
utterance.” 


« Oh my compaſſionate benefactor! my 
father!“ exclaimed Auguſta, throwing her- 
ſelf at his feet, into what agonies has your 
affecting ſtory thrown me! but my grati- 
tude—my veneration—can they be increaſed, 
- even by the knowledge that your benevo- 
lence has cheriſhed and adopted, a miſera- 
ble outcaſt? poverty is my inheritance, 
and I dread it only from the effect it has 
5 upon 
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upon you. Revive my-drareſt Sir, recol- 
lect that you conquered your own misfor- 
tunes, painful as they were, and do not let 
your poor Auguſta feel a reproach ſhe is 
unable to bear, that of having renewed 
them.“ 


Alas! my child replied he” the imbe- 
cility of age, admits not of the ſtruggles 
of youth; mine are paſſed, and all the 
conſolation I can now fee}, ariſes from the 
teflection, that I have imprinted on your 
mind ſtrong ſentiments of religion, and the 
love of virtue.” 


* But come,” my Auguſta continued he 
in a leſs ſerious tone, J am exhauſted by 
my long converſation, and we will now go 
to ſupper, — | 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 61 


2 


CHAP. VII. 


URING their repaſt, at which Auguſta 

ſtrove to be cheerful, although her 
heart felt as if it were breaking, ſhe aſked” 
Mr. Euſton: what became of that brother, 
whom. he had not mentioned in the conclu- 
fion of his hiſtory.” 


ce True” ſaid he, 1 forgot to tell you 

that he died at Bunkers Hill, on the breaking 

out of the American war: this alſo recalls 
| another circumſtance to my recollection 
4 | Which 


0 
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which I learnt from Lord Euſton ;. that he 
is not the ſon of Miſs Munſter, but of 
the ſecond lady vvhom my brother married. 
I knew that ſhe had brought him a daughter, 
before I quitted the world, but had not 

7 5 that ſhe ſoon after fell into a ſtate 

of melancholy dejection, which in a few 
years, put a period to her life.“ 


When they ſeparated for the night, Au- 
guſta gave full vent, to the ſorrow which 

| oppreſſed her heart, nor could ſhe pre- 

vail upon. herſelf to go to reſt, until ſhe 

had ſtolen to the chamber door of Mr, 

Euſton, and convinced herſelf by liſtening, 
of his having fallen into a. Wt flumber.. 


She quitted —4 room —— pag a 
night paſſed in melancholy reflections. Mr. 
Euſton was not riſen; ſhe. again liſtened, at 
his door, and from the „ * which 
reigned in his apartment, flattered herſelf 
that he was n enjoying a refreſhing lleep. 
She 
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She ſuffered two hours to elapſe, ſtep- 
ping every ten minutes on tip toe to the 
foot of the ſtairs. Her ſurpriſe, now be- 
came mingled with terrour, and aſcending 
the ſtairs, ſhe gently opened the door, and. 
in an accent of extreme tenderneſs ſaid, 
Ho do you do my deareſt Sir? 


No anſwer was returned her. 


She repeated her inquiries ſomewhat. 
louder, but no returning ſound vibrated on 
her eager ear. She darted down ſtairs, and 
ruſhing into the kitchen, where the ſervants 
were aſſembled at breakfaſt, claſped her 
hands together in an agony of ſpeechleſs 
terrour, and fell ſenſcleſs on the floor. | 


The fervants who lg hex” were in * 
arial conſternation, and knew not what. to | 
do. They poured water on her face, and 
at length brought her to herſel She 
opened her eyes, looked wildly about her, 
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and exclaimed, my father!” David, and 
one of the ſervant women ran inſtantly 
to his apartment, from whence ſhe re- 
turned in a few moments, wringing her 
hands, and repeating with — that he 


Was dead. 


« Fly for a Doctor, ſaid Mary; ride David 
for your life. My poor young Miſtreſs 
What will become of her? What indeed 
will become of us all? 


Auguſta, who had heard the lamentations 
of the ſervants, had again fainted; and 
David was in an inftant on horſcback, and out 
of fight. | 


When Auguſta revived, her whole frame 


was convulſed, and ſhe fat ſome moments 
- gaſping for breath; a torrent of tears hap- 


pily fucceeded, and at length reſtored her 


to the uſe of reaſon, 


« Mary” 
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4 Mary, faid ſhe, « how do vou know 
that he is dead? come with mè and let us 


try if any means can be found to ſtay the 
ſpirit of the beſt of men? 


She directed her ſteps to his apartment, 
magnanimity ſtriving with woe, for the pre- 
dominance in her countenance, and her 


whole figure giving the idea of a an adminiſ- 
tering angel, | 


She took his cold hand in her's. © Can 
death, ſhe ſaid, «look ſo lovely? ſhe felt 
his pulſe—** but, he is gone for ever”! con- 
vinced of this, ſhe knelt at his bedſide, and 
pieſſing his hand to her lips bathed it with 
her tears, which now flowed freely. 


« Oh my father! my more than father” 
faid ſhe ; „now indeed is the moment ar- 
rived which you' ſo much dreaded for your 
poor Auguſta! your foſtering care was all 
the end in this world, E. deprived 

of 
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of that, ſhe has loft every thing that could 
endear it to her. The compaſſionate be- 
ne factor — the amiable friend !—the gentle 
monitor! is now no more. Can I bear 
to ſurvive him! O God!” continued ſhe 
ce hfrting up her ſtreaming eyes with fervency 
towards heaven, © do thou mercifully unite 
me to that bleſſed ſaint, whom I deplore, 
or enable me to ſupport the trials I have to 
endure, with a degree of fortitude worthy of 
the leſſons I have received from him, and 


becoming a creature » whom thou haſt endued 
with reaſon” ! . 


Mary now beſought her to leave the 
room. No,“ replied. ſhe, the time will 
too ſoon arrive, when I muſt ceaſe to behold _ 
him: I will continue with him as long as 


1 Lean.” 


© 


David inſtead o riding to the market | 
town, which was at a conſiderable diſtance, | 
had gallopped to a neighbouring village a 

| | few 
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few miles off, at the hazard of his limbs, 
where an old man reſided, who from an 
attention to the common maladies of 
his fellow creatures, had been enabled to 
diſpenſe a few domeſtic medicines to his 
poor neighbours, with tolerable ſucceſs, by 
which means, his reputation amongſt them, 
had riſen to a great height. As he really poſ- 
ſeſſed a large portion of humanity, David 
readily prevailed upon him to mount the 
horſe, by whoſe ſide he ran with uncommon 
 brifineſs. | 


| Mr. Griffiths, who had been told that 
Mr. Euſton was dead, and that Miſs Den- 
beigh lay dying, was rejoiced to find her in a 
| ſtate which indicated no immediate danger. 
She beſought him with great eagerneſs to open 
a vein in Mr. Euſton's arm, but he aſſured 
her it was to no purpoſe. However, to 
ſatisfy her, rather than from any hope he 
entertained, he performed the operation, 
which as he predicted, had no effect. He 
| EY: _ 
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then in his turn entreated that ſhe would quit 
the room, and ſwallow a cordial which he 
had brought in his pocket. 


Obferving the heavy affliction ſhe en- 
dured, he propoſed to her to return with 
him, until Mr. Euſton's funeral was over, 
telling her, that his wife and daughter ſhould 
do their beſt to entertain her. | 


This kind attention was ſoothing to the 
dejected ſpirits of Auguſta, and had beſide, 
the good effect of rouſing her into a recol- 
lection of what was to be done. She thanked 

him with much gratitude, but added, that the 
cares of ſeeing the laſt ſad duties paid to Mr. 
Euſton, ſhould devolve on no one but her 
ſelf. He then left her, faying he would call 
the following day. 


W. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


UGUSTA, with a calmneſs of reſo- 
| lution which ſurpriſed even herſelf, 
gave the neceſſary orders to the ſervants; 
and David was diſpatched to the neighbour- 
ing town, both to execute them, and to give 
information of the death of Mr. Euſton to 
their landlord, whoſe ſon a Clergyman, the 
living was to devolve to, and Whom {he in- 
vited to perform the funcral ſolemnities. 


On his return David produced a letter 
diretted to. Mr. Kulte. which Auguſta 


opened 
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opened with trembling hands, fo ſuſpicious 
were ſhe now of freſh misfortunes. It was 
from Lord Euſton, and had lain ſome time 
at the poſt office. He had written merely 
to thank his uncle for the hoſpitable recep- 
tion he had given him, and to inquire after 
his health, and that of Auguſta. 


This letter convinced Auguſta of what 
ſhe had ſuſpected before, that it was proper 
to give intimation of Mr. Euſton's death to 
his family. But to whom could ſhe write ? 
if to Lord Euſton, would it not imply a claim 
upon his protection, or if not ſo, expoſe her 
to a viſit from him, and a renewal of his ad- 
dreſſes? and to write to the Earl of Sea- 
ton, that unfeeling brother, who in defiance 
of the ties gfgeonfanguinity, had treated her 
revered friend with ſo much negle&, was 
almoſt as repugnant to her feelings. She 
_ debated long how ſhe ſhould act; and at 
length, guided by her own ideas of propriety, 
ſhe addreſſed the following letter to the Earl. 
| My 
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My Lord, 1 . 
I experience inexpreſſible A, in 
recalling to your Lordſhip's. recollection, the 
memory of your brother, the honourable Ed- 
ward Euſton: he never would have permitted 
it in his life, and i it is his death which alone 
compels me to the taſk. He will be buried 
to-morrow, (for ſuch were always his deſire,) 
on that ſpot, where, in the exerciſe of thoſe 


virtues which beſt enoble the human mind, 
he had alone found happineſs. 


He has made a will, and bequeathed all 
he died poſſeſſed of to me, which I believe, 
is little more than the furniture of his cot- - 
tage: if however, your Lordſhip ſhould 
think, that this ought not to devolve upon 
a ſtranger, I am ready to rengunce it, and 
to put any one in poſſeſſion, whom Tow ſhall 
Hue proper to impower. 


ak 1 2 


I remain, = 
Your Lordlhip's — | 


humble — 


Auguſta Denbeigh. 


» 
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On the following day, the remains of the 
excellent Mr. Euſton, were conſigned, amidſt 
the tears and lamentations of his dependants 
to their laſt earthly manſion. 


The ſituation of Auguſta, during this aw- 
ful ſcene, is not to be deſcribed. The 
fortitude which ſupported her, whilſt any 
thing remained to be done, which -could 
ſhew her veneration to her benefactor, now 
entirely forſook her. She threw herſelf upon 
his coffin; ſhe beſought him in a fort 
of wild agony, not to deſert his child, but 
to look down from heaven, and bleſs and 
fupport her; and was with difficulty torn 
from it. 


The good old Mr. Griffiths, would not 
leave her that night. He began to fear 
the effects of her ſorrow ; and although he 
was not endowed with power to offer con- 
ſolation, his pity ſoothed Auguſta, who had 
conſidered herſelf as ſtanding alone in the 


* 
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midſt of the vaſt creation, without one be- 
ing in it, who would intereſt themſelves 
about her. 


In a few FIG ſhe received the following | 
letter from Lord Seaton. 


Madam, ; 


The effects of my brother, whether diſ- 
poſed of to you by will, or otherwiſe, are 
much at your ſervice; as they muſt be too 
trivial to engage the attention of 


Your humble Servant, 


SEATON. 


The pride and indifference viſſible in this 
letter, ſhocked her extremely; however ſhe 
ſoon. turned from it to deliberate on the ſteps . 
ſhe had now to take ; for ſhe had attempted 
to form no plan, until ſhe had received the, 
Earl's aniwer. 


Fl — 


—B 6s . 
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She ſent for the Clergyman, who had by 


this time taken poſſeſſion of the living, and 


offered to him the furniture of the houſe; 


and if he were determined to carry it on, the 
implements belonging to the farm; but ſhe 


told him that David and Mary were going 
to be married, and ſhe rather wiſhed to give 


theſe to them, as a reward for their long 
and faithful ſervices to Mr. Euſton, if he 


would conſent to take them to be his tenants. 


To this he readily aſſented, and thus Au- 
guſta, © tho' ſo poor herſelf, already made 
two of her fellow creatures happy. 


The terms being agreed upon, between 


Auguſta and Mr. Williams, he, his wife and 


children, ſoon removed to the parſonage, 
where ſhe was invited to remain, as * as 
it was e to her. 


She found Mrs. Williams an uneducated 
woman; but ſhe had a ſtrong natural under- 
ſtanding, and much ſincerity of heart. 

David 
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David in a ſhort time had diſpoſed of every 
thing which remained, and Auguſta found 
herſelf miſtreſs - of about three hundred 
pounds. 
* 

6 wiſh, ſaid ſhe one day to Mrs. Willi- 
ams, to go to London, that I may put my- 
ſelf in ſome way of getting a livelihood; 
but I have no acquaintance there. Do you 
know any one, to whom you could give me 


© recommendation * 9 


cc Tor. at that I do, (replied ſhe,) 
for I have a ſiſter that lives there, and ſhe 
is a Milliner, and knows all the great folks; 
and if I were to write to her, ad aſk her, 
t'would do you a great deal of ſervice.” 


« Will you then do me 4 favour,” 
aſked Auguſta ? 


«IfI will not, anſwered Mrs. Williams, 
it is | becaule I cannot write ; but Mr, Willi- 
| E 2 | ams 
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ams ſhall, which is quite the ſame thing. 
But you muſt tell him yourſelf what "FM 
would have ſaid. 


e thank you greatly, ſaid Aveuſta, and 
will ng ml of 1 it by the time Mr, Williams 
comes in.” 


That very evening, a letter was written 
to Mrs. Mills, by Mr. Williams, to acquaint 
her, that a friend, whom they much reſpected, 
would be in town in a ſhort time; and in- 
treating ſhe would do her every ſervice in her 
power, and receive her as a lodger in her 
own houſe, 
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FHF. mode in which Auguſta was to 
travel to London, was next to be de- 
cided upon. There were chaiſes to be had 
at the market town; but no coaches went 
from thence, Auguſta inquired what was 
the difference between them, and was told 
that ſhe would travel alone if ſhe went in 
a chaiſe, but that coaches accommodated 
either four or ſix perſons, and were therefore 
- eonſfidered the moſt pleaſant, becauſe of the 
y ſociety they afforded, 55 


fy 7 3 


—— * 
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ce If that be all,” ſaid Auguſta, «I ſhall de- 
termine upon having a chaiſe. The preſent 
turn of my mind is beſt ſuited to ſolitude; 
beſides, how can the company of thoſe per- 


ſons who are ſtrangers to each other, be at all 
b 7 


Mr. Williams remarked that travelling 
in coaches was cheaper. 


«© That,“ replied Auguſta, « ought to be 


a conſideration. wth me. Pray are they 
materially ſo ? | | 


« No,” fad Mr. Williams, ie believe not, 


J have never travelled in a chaiſe, but I know 
that coach hire comes very high.“ 


0 « Then,” rejoined Auguſta, I will abide 
by my former reſolution.” 


W pa aching heart, ſhe now ſet about 


the packing up of her cloaths. Her Piano 
Forte, Mr. Euſton” S VI and books, ſhe 
left 
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left in the care of Mr. Williams. She depo- 
ſited her money and bills, and Mr. Euſton's 
gold watch, in a cabinet which contained his 
papers, and this ſhe carefully placed in 
her trunk. : 


The evening preceding the day, on which 
ſhe was to abandon the only habitation ſhe 
had ever known, ſhe viſited every ſpot, 
which recollection told her, had been en- 


deared to her by the preſence of her bene- 


factor. The ſcenes of her happy infancy, 


crouded upon her imagination, and when 


ſhe. contraſted them with thoſe ſhe was now 
going to enter upon, ſhe felt a ſickneſs at 
her heart, and her tottering limbs ſcarcely 
ſupported her. She at length found herſelf 


in the midſt of the peaſants houſes: Mary 


and David preſented themſelves before her 
with ſwoln eyes—the reſt of the villagers 
gathered round her, and nothing was to be 


heard but their 8 — 


KL” - Auguſta's 
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Auguſta's tears ſtreamed afreſh. « My 


kind friends,” faid ſhe, farewell. Cheriſh 
the remembrance of the beſt of men, and 


the precepts he taught you”—ſhe could fay 


no more. They followed her, but ſhe 
waved her hand for them to go back, and 
ſtruck into the path that led to the church 
yard. Rs 


The riſing moon, with her faint beams, 
gave a ſoft light to the cloſing day, and 
ſhone upon the windows of the church, into 
which ſhe was about to enter. The ſolemn 
ſtillneſs, and partial gloom of the place, 
ſtruck horrour thro' her ſoul. She directed 
her ſteps owards the tomb ſhe had raiſed 


over the body of Mr. Euſton, when on turn- 


ing-an aiſle, which had hid it from her fight, 


ſhe beheld it illuminated. The power of 


motion forſook her—her reſpiration grew 
Mort, and her eyes were rivetted upon it. 


It was ſome moments before ſhe recovered. 


herſelf ſufficiently to N „ that this 
| | ſtriking 
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: friking appearance was produced by the 


moon's having juſt riſen high enough in the 
horizon, for its light to be reflected by the 
projecting marble, She now threw herſelf 
at the foot of the tomb, hung over it in 
ſpeechleſs agony, and wet it with her tears. 
She had indulged herſelf in this luxury of 


wretchedneſs, until the moon had receded 
from the window, and the place was enve- 
loped in darkneſs. Then throwing: her arms 


around the cold marble, Oh my father!“ 


cried ſhe, thy cares, thy affection, could 


not procure for the wretched Auguſta, an 
exemption from the miſeries which now 

await her; but there is a Being, who can 
protect the innocent, and thou wilt not fail 


to ſupplicate him to be her ſupporter! She 


aroſe; and by this confidence in heaven, 


reached the * in tolerable W 1 
ſure, 


2 \ 


Ea ly the next morning the whole family 
were in motion, as Auguſta's departure was 
E 5 fixed 
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fixed for ſix o'clock. The unevenneſs of the 
deſcent from the hill, would not admit of the 
chaiſe driving to the parſonage ; her port- 
manteau and trunk, were therefore carried to 
it, and attended by Mr. and Mrs. Williams, 
David and Mary followedwith her baggage. 


| Thoſe only who have been compelled to 
quit a ſpot, endeared to them by the recol- 
lection of every domeſtic enjoyment, can 
alone judge what were Auguſta's feelings. 
She frequently turned to catch another view 
of it, and hardly kept pace with the reluc- 
tant ſteps of her friends ; but when at length 
the projection of the mountain had hid it 
from her ſight, ſhe walked haſtily forward, 
and looking what the could not ſpeak, threw 
herſelf into the chaiſe, | | 


The ruggedneſs of the road, could not 
awake her from the reverie in which ſhe 
was plunged, . and ſhe arrived at the end of 
the firſt ſtage, without knowing that ſhe 

| | "M8. 
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had traverſed a ſingle mile. As horſes had 
been ordered for her by David, ſhe had no- 
thing more to do, than pay the demand for 
the two ſtages. Scarcely were her thoughts 
more colle&ed, when ſhe arrived at the next 
town; but here ſhe was obliged to exchange 
the chaiſe. She begged that the horſes 
might be put too immediately, and pro- 
ceeded without thinking of dinner. She 
continued her journey until late in the even- 


ing, and after taking a diſh of tea, retired 
to reſt. 


The conflict of her mind, on the prece= |} 


ding day, had exhauſted her ſo much, that 
ſhe gained ſome ſleep, and aroſe greatly 


refreſhed by it. Her chaiſe was 1 and 
ſhe inſtantly departed. 


The beauty, and novelty of the proſpect 
around her could not fail to attract her no- 
tice. As far as the eye could reach, all 
was. in a rich ſtate of cultivation, Here 


E 6. were 
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were no barren mountains, or brown heaths ; 
and the fields were embelliſhed with clumps 
of trees, juſt now beginning to put forth the 
foliage of an early ſpring. © Ah repeated 
Auguſta to herſelf,” with a deep ſigh, «if 
Mr. Euſton had been the companion of my 


H journey, how delightful would my ſenſations 
have been, on e ſuch inchanting ſce- 


73 


e nery. ö ; | * 


She had arrived at the end of the ſecond 
of that day's ſtages, and was as uſual requeſt- 
ing that another chaiſe might be got ready 
without delay, when the maſter of the inn 
informed her that he had not one pair of 
horſes diſengaged. | 


& ha pray, fir,” faid Auguſta, © how 
long muſt I wait * wy will be at li- 
berty * d 


; « Until to-morrow marning, replied 5 
man; for if they return a they won't 
be 
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be fit to travel again, before they have had 
a night's reſt. 8 | 


This threw Auguſta, into ſome perplexity, 
but obſerving that there was a coach waiting 
at the door, © pray faid ſhe is that carriage 
going towards London?“ 


Jes, madam, replied the man. 
Then I will go in that” faid ſhe. 


« Would you pleaſe to have me ſignify: 
as much to the lady aſked the man. 


1 


*« By all means, replied Auguſta. 


The inn keeper turned into a parlour and 
addreſſing a lady who fat at breakfaſt, told 
her there was a gentlewoman juſt arrived, 
who was in great haſte to get to London, 
and as he had no horſes to ſend her forward, 
{he would be glad to go in ber coach. 


«Dig 
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« Did not the lady ſend her name?” 


« No, madam.” 
c Then pray deſire her to walk in.“ 


| : 
Lady Merton, with good reaſon, ſuppoſing, 
that the requeſt came from ſome lady of her 
acquaintance, who knew her equipage, pre- | 
pared herſelf to grant it, with all imaginable 
politeneſs: but her features underwent a. 
thorough change, when ſhe perceived an: 
entire ſtranger enter the room. 


She aroſe, and. courteſying with great for- 
mality, remained ſilent. 


| Auguſta, whoſe penetration was extremely 
quick, inſtantly perceived that ſhe had been 
_ guilty of ſome indecorum. A deep bluſh 
ſpread itſelf over her cheeks, and gave to 
their faded bloom, the luſtre of her former 
beauty. 


c Pardon 
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« Pardon, madam,” cried ſhe, * the igno- 


rance of a young traveller, who perceives 
that ſhe has committed ſome impropriety, 
and knows not how to offer an apology for 
fuch intruſion.” 


« Call not that an intruſion,” replied lady 
Merton, much ftruck with the gracefulneſs 
of her figure, and the inſinuating ſoftneſs of 
her manner, © which is capable of giving ſo 

much pleaſure. If I underſtand right, yow 
are much diſtreſſed for a conveyance to Lon- 
don; and a ſeat in my co, 1s much at your 
ſervice.” - 


« Your goodneſs, madam,” replied Au- 
guſta bluſhing ſtill deeper, „is a ſevere re- 
| proach upon my own want of reflection, but I 
beg to aſſure you, that when I ſent ſo ſtrange a 
* meſſage, I apprehended it was to be deli- 
vered to ſome perſon travelling in a ſtage 
coach; and as that is a vehicle I have never 
ſeen. 


— 4 
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ſeen, the ſight of yours at the door, did not 
prevent me from falling into ſuch an error. 


Lady Merton now ſmiled with great good 
humour, and entreated Auguſta, to partaka 
of her breakfaſt. 
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* 


CHA 1 


1 Merton, her woman, and Au- 

AH guſta, were ſeated in the coach, and 
the converſation began on the part of her 
ladyſhip, with an inquiry, how far Auguſta | 
had travelled alone, | 


1 «] am unacquainted, madam,” faid ſhe, 
« with the exact diſtance, and if I meafure 
it by my own ideas, it will be great indeed ! 
It was however but yeſterday morning that 
1 1 


Oo 
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᷑ quitted the ſpot where every hour of my 
life has been. ſpent; where I have enjoyed 
a degree of happineſs, not often I believe 
the lot of mortals, and which I deſpair of 
ever ſeeing again. —Here her tears flowed 
in abundance. 


am very ſorry, my dear, ſaid lady 
Merton, that I have by my queſtion, re- 
vived ſuch painful ideas.“ 


on You have not revived them madam,” 
replied Auguſta, they are ever preſent 
to me : py heart is devoted to ſorrow,” 


«Tf I ſhall not indeed then give you ad- 
ditional pain,“ faid lady Merton, „ will 
venture to aſk you the cauſe. Your dreſs 

tells me that you have loſt ſome near rela- 
tion.— Perhaps you mourn a father? ” 


te No madam,” replied Auguſta, «not a 
father, but a friend, guardian, and benefac- 
tor. 
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tor, who ſupplied to me thoſe relations which 
I never knew.” 


' Here Auguſta, perceiving that ſhe had 
greatly excited the curioſity of Lady Mer- 
ton, related briefly to her, that ſhe had been 
placed in her infancy, under the care of a 
clergyman, who reſided in a moſt retired ſitu- 
ation in North Wales. She dwelt on the 
exalted benevolence of his character, and 
painted with energy the beauties of their 
abode, and the felicity of their days; * but 
his death, continued ſhe, has thrown a 
cloud over my future life, thro* which no 


cheering ray appears to bid me hope for 
brighter proſpects.” Wy 


There 1s a prevailing force in truth, which 
the heart cannot reſiſt, The eyes of Lady 
Merton had teſtified to Auguſta, how much 
ſhe ſympathized in her diſtreſs. She gave 


her every comfort in her power, and for 


the remainder of their journey, with a deli- 


cacy 


2 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 


— 


cacy of attention, ſtrove to divert her, by 
deſcribing the places near which they paſſed. 


When they changed horſes for the laſh 
. time, before they: reached London, Lady 

Merton, taking Auguſta's hand, faid, my 
| ſweet companion has not yet told me, where 
ſhe is going; and ſhe cannot do ſo much 
injuſtice to my feelings, as to ſuppoſe that 
I am now, unintereſted for her!“ 


+ Thaw Ladyſhip's W is ſo great, 
anſwered Auguſta, that I fear I muſt have 
appeared ungrateful by leaving. you t9 
make the inquiry. I have letters of recom- 
mendation to a Mrs. Mills, a Milliner in 
Bond Street, in whoſe houſe I propoſe to 


lodge, until I can form fome plan for the 
future,” 


« If ſuch only are your intentions,” ſaid 
Lady Merton, © may I venture to entreat that 
Fou will indulge me with your company 

n : for 
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for ſome little time. I find myſelf attached 
to you by a ſentiment of regard, which will 
not ſuffer me to part with you; and am 
ambitious of being your friend.“ 


This propoſal, as unexpected as it was 
eligible, was accepted with many acknow- 


ledgements by Auguſta, who ſoon found | 
herſelf about entering the metropolis. 


The ſtreets, A with paſſengers, and 
ſplendid equipages, afforded her new cauſe 
of wonder, in the midſt of which, they were 


ſet down at A handlome houſe in Argyle 
SAO. | 


| Lady Merton conducted her gueſt to an 
apartment, which ſhe ordered to be pre- 
pared for her, and with true politeneſs, bade 
her conſider herſelf at home. 


3 he next morning when ſhe appeared 
at breakfaſt, . s looks were conſider- 
| * 
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ably improved, and Lady Merton thought 
her the moſt perfect beauty ſhe had ever 


ſeen. 


ce If you pleaſe,” ſaid Lady Merton, © we 


will ſtay at home to day, both to recover 
the fatigue of our journey, and to ſettle our- 
ſelves comfortably in our new dwelling ; and, 


added ſhe, if you have any commiſſions for 
ſhop people, Innes is going on ſome errands 


for me, and will execute yours, 


- Auguſta took the opportunity which 
ſeemed kindly deſigned for the purpoſe of 
leading to the ſubject of dreſs; and entreated 
that Lady Merton would favour her with 
her advice. I am ſenſible, added ſhe with 
a ſmile, that I muſt, want modernizing, 
but I wiſh that my apparel may be in as 


. ſimple a ſtyle, as is 8 with a viſiter 


of your Ladyſhip's.” 


That anſwered Lady Nieren vil belt 
| agree 
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agree with your mourning, and we willgo into 

my dreſſing room, and contrive all about it. 
wh” | PS 


On entering her apartment again, Au- 
guſta perceived that ſome ſhelves in a light 


| cloſet, were filled with books, many of 


which were not however new to her, for 
from the time ſhe was capable of being 
improved by books, Mr. Euſton had every 
new publication ſent to him from London, 
that was ſtampt with the good opinion of 

the public. She thanked Lady Merton 
when they met at dinner, for this repeated 
proof of her attention, which ſhe ſaid had 


gratified her highly, as ſhe was 6, N 
fond of reading. 


When they returned to the drawing room, 
Lady Merton recollected that ſhe had not 
given orders to be denied, and Auguſta 
could not conceal her ſurpriſe, when on the 
entrance of a footman, Lady Merton ſaid ſhe 
was not at home, if any body called, 


« You 


jo 
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ce You; Miſs Denbeigh,” faid ſhe, “ will 
hardly think any faſhicn.allowable, which 
thus gives a ſanction to a falſehood; but 
when you have learnt, that there are num- 
bers of people in this great town, who for 
want of happineſs at their own houſes, are 
conſtantly running about to annoy their ac- 
quaintance, you will ceaſe to condemn a cuſ- 
tom, which, with the appearance of civility, 
frees you from the perſecutions of ſuch im- 
e intruders. 


55 


Auguſta acquieſcedi in this, and nan. 
"tot the laws of ſociety muſt be new, and 
would cherefore appear ſtrange, to ſuch a 
novice as herſelf. 


ce True,” faid Lady Merton, © but good 
breeding is innate. Tt is the reſult of good 
ſenſe, and good humour; and I queſtion” 
whether ſociety has gained much, by the 
ificial manners it has impoſed; for we 
know chat 3 has ſo little to do with 
thoſe, 
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| thoſe, that in doubting of ron We are * 
to include the whole.“ 


Auguſta ſeemed to view a Harpſichord 
which ſtood in the room, with ſome degree 


of attention, which led Lady Merton to alk 


her if ſhe underſtood muſic, 


ce] have been accuſtomed to play a little,” 


anſwered he, ce what my kind benefactor 
taught me. 


«] am fond of muſic, © ſaid Lady Merton, 
e will you try that inſtrument ?”? [$48 


wh... 


« Auguſta fat down to it, and ran over the 
keys in ſo elegant a manner, as — 
Lady Merton.“ 


„ Whoſe compotitions have you been uſed 
to play wp: * ſaid ſhe, giving her 
ſome boo 


. 


VOL. I. F ; | Auguſta 


= 


— 
— — a — ER 3 
* . ³˙ er — 
* 113 
— 


$$ AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 


. Auguſta mentioned ſeveral, but added 


that ſhe would try to get thro' any her 


\ Ladyſhip wiſhed to hear, as ſhe hoped to 


find no difficulty in playing new leſſons. 


She performed ſo admirably, that Lady 


| Merton's aſtoniſhment increaſed. Pray 


tell me my dear Miſs Denbeigh,” faid ſhe, | 
ce what other things you have acquired a 
knowledge o of, beſides muſic,” . 


ce have learnt drawing,” anſwered Au- 


ouſta heſitatingly, french and itahan.— 


Mr. Euſton was my preceptor in each.“ 


J do not wonder that ſalitude was plea- 


fant to you, ſaid Lady Merton, ſince you 
were poſſeſſed of ſo many charming reſources; 
and I am almoſt tempted to regret, that our 
youth of both ſexes, are not brought up 
in a ſimilar way; ſince their time is divided 
by ſo many frivolous purſuits, that one * 

ever ſees them excel in any thing.“ | 


By 
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By this time ſeveral tickets were brought 
to Lady Merton. See,” cried ſhe, the. 


repreſentatives which we now ſend to make 
our viſits,” | 


i 1 anſwered Auguſta, © this muſt 
at leaſt be a ridiculous cuſtom, for what ad- 


vantage can be gained * an intercourſe 
ſo ies on?“ 


« It ſerves to give people of faſhion a 


general knowledge of each other,” replied - 


Lady Merton, © enables them to fill their 
rooms at a rout; and conduces to an ex- 
change of compliment, when they meet at 
public places: And are not thoſe to be con- 

ſidered as valuable privileges my dear? Au- 


guſta ſmiled; and ** ſoon after CH 
for the night. 


__ F 2  CHAY?. 
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CHAP. XI. 


F Lady Merton was charmed with Au- 
guſta, ſhe was not leſs ſo with her new 
friend. Her Ladyſhip was in fat a moſt 
amiable woman, and highly M reer 


her acquaintance. 


When they met at breakfaſt, Lady Mer- 
ton ſaid, * we will take an airing this morn- 
ing, and drive thro' ſome of the principal 
ſtreets, that you may have a better idea of 


the opulence of this vaſt town. 1 have be- 


ſides 
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ſides another motive which leads me out: 
I wiſh to pay the reſpect of an early viſit 
to Miſs Merton. To this Lady, continued 
ſhe, my ſon is to be united, on his return 
from his travels. A ſingular circumſtance 
happened in the family of Lord Merton. 
The chief part of the eſtates became divided 
from the title, and is now centered in this 
young Lady, who is a relation. My de- 
parted Lord, and her father felt mutually 
the wiſh that a marriage ſhould take place 
between them, that the ſplendour of the 
family might be revived; and they have 
been deſigned for each other, from their 
infancy. My ſon is a moſt amiable young 
man, and J hope the diſpoſition of Miſs Mer- 
ton is equally ſo; but ſhe was ſpoilea by the 


indulgence of her father, and ſince his death, 
her ideas of her own importance are rather 
increaſed, than diminiſhed. I love my 
ſon,” faid ſhe ſighing, ſo much, that I 
muſt own this gives me pain; but I flatter 
myſelf, that whea he becomes her huſband, 

. tte 


10 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 

the example of his manners, will reform her's. 
His father,” continued ſhe, the tears ſtarting 
. In her eyes, © has been dead five years, and 
he comes of age i in a few months, when I 
expect him home.” 


Auguſta bowed her thanks for this little 
piece of family hiſtory, and to divert the 
melancholy into which it had thrown Lady 7 
Merton, ſhe opened her port folio, and 
ſpread ſome drawings before her, ſaying at 
the ſame time, theſe my dear madam are 
different views which I took, of the village 
I lived in, tho' I fear they will give ſyou no 
better idea of it, than my 1 deſcription 


9417 They a are very highly finiſhed,” ſaid 
Lady Merton, and your colouring is ex- 
actly nature. How ſublime muſt ſuch ſee- 
nery be? I have — ow any _ ſo 
romantic. | 


The narrow . along which Mr. 
| Euſton, - 


* 
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Euſton, Auguſta, Lord Euſton, and Mr. 
Devereux had walked, the laſt evening; the 
two latter ſpent with them, particularly ex- 
cited Lady Merton's admiration, and ſhe 
aſked Auguſta to copy it for her. This 
view Auguſta had taken the day following 
their departure, and had embeliſhed it with 
four figures, intended as a reprelentapee of 
their little groupe. 


Whilſt they were thus employed, Mrs. 
Sydenham was announced, who. entered ex- 
claiming, © my dear Lady Merton, how 
exceſſively happy I am to ſee you! I flew 
to you the moment I heard of your-arrivall 
How are you? When did you come to 
town? Then turning to An ſhe made 
a ow courteſy, 4 

21 came here the day before yeſterday,” 
replied Lady Merton; but give me leave + 
to introduce my friend Miſs Denbeigh to 
FO * | | 


F4 17 Lord, 
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« Lord,” continued Mrs. Sydenham, after 
having paid her compliments to Auguſta, 
*how could your Ladyſhip think of remain- 
ing ſo long in the country ? We have longed 
to have you amongſt us; indeed I have 
talked of no one elſe for this laſt fortnight. 


Mou are very obliging,” ſaid Lady Mer- 
ton. Pray how is Mr. Sydenham?” 


«Very well I thank you my dear Lady 
Merton,” anſwered Mrs. Sydenham, but 
J proteſt T have not ſeen him to day. Pray 
do you go to the Opera to night? I have 
room for you and Miſs Denbeigh in my box. 


<T ſhall not go to night, anſwered Lady 
Merton, but ſome other time, I ſhall be 
glad to accept your kind offer.” + 


« Oh! you know you may command me 
at all times, replied ſhe; © but by the way, 
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you muſt abſolutely promiſe to attend my 
concert un TOO will take no denial.” 


Then, anſwered Lady Merton, «] will 
at leaſt have the merit of a ready compliance.” 


c Thank you, ſaid Mrs. 3 
« but your coach, I know, is in waiting, I 
| will not detain you. Good morning to you 

ladies.—And ſhe ran out of the room. 


« Pray, Miſs Denbeigh,” ſaid Lady Mer- 
ton, how do you like your firſt town ac- 
quaintance, Mrs, Sydenham?” 


« If, I had no other cauſe to like her _ 
dam, replied Auguſta, her attachment af 
way would be a ſufficient. one.” 


« Her attachment to me my dear! do you 
really believe ſhe has an * — 
4 for me? 


What elſe am I to underſtand Hm the . 
1 flattering 


v 
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flattering expreſſions ſhe made uſe of,“ faid 
Auguſta. 


ce Not their literal meaning, I aſſure you,” 
replied Lady Merton. Mrs.. Sydenham 
15 a woman of faſhion, and a woman of the 
world, and the ſame intereſt ſhe takes about 
me, ſhe profeſſes to feel for all her acquain- 


tance, who are ſo numerous, that ſhe would 


ſoon fall a martyr to her — if 4 it were 


= ve unaffected.” ö 


T hey now ta on their beg 
ramble, and Auguſta inquired if _ ſhould 
(04 Bond-Street. 


We can go there,” replied Lady Mer- 
ton, if you wiſh it.“ 


«The letter I have for Mrs. Mills, is my 


note for wiſhing it,” cd Auguſta,” 


| Lady Merton guard the ring, and di- 
6 beans 
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rected the coachman to the milliner's. 
When they arrived at her houſe, Auguſta 
alighted, and defired to ſpeak alone with 
Mrs. Mills. She preſented the letter to her 
and informed her of the comfortable ſituation 
in which ſhe had left her ſiſter. Mrs. Milfs 
_ after ſhe had read it, aſſured Auguſta, that 
ſne ſnould be happy to * and oblige her, 
to the beſt of her power.” 


At t profiles faid Auguſta, er I am a vi- 
fiter to Lady Merton, but when J leave her, 
I ſhall depend madam upon your * 

3 It 


They. found. Lady: Bee in oh 
who had employed herſelf in purchaſing, 
and giving orders. 


They drove next into Groſvenor-Square, 
where Miſs Merton reſided, and on Lady 
Merton's giving her name, were conducted 


into Miſs Merton's dreſſing room, who was 
at breakfaſt, She aroſ to receive them, and 
Fe when. 
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when Lady Merton preſented Auguſta to 
her, ſhe juſt viewed her, with a vacant ſtare, 
and ſunk down again upon the ſofa. | 


« Have your Ladyſhip breakfaſted?“ faid 
ſhe, © Yes,” replied Lady Merton, © theſe 
two hours, for it muſt be now near two 
o'cloc 25 ; 


«It is impoſſible,” cried Miſs Merton, 
«to get to bed before five o'clock. Indeed 


ear hours are my averſion.” 


But vill not ſuch very late ones injure 
your conſtitution ?” aſked Lady Merton. 
Not at all,” anfwered Miſs Merton, for 


the later I fit up, the greater flow of ſpirits 
I poſſeſs; and nothing does me ſo much harm 


I think, as the ſight of the ſun.” 


Lady Merton gave a look of inquietude 
to Auguſta, and then aſked Miſs Merton 
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what had been her 3 the n 
ing evening. 


e proteſt, faid ſhe, „I can hardly re- 
member where I was; but I finiſhed at the 
Dutcheſs. of Weſtmoreland's ball. Don'tyou 
pity me, continued ſhe, turning haſtily to 
Auguſta, but ſtill ſurveying her as before; 
Lady Betty Caſtleton has a maſquerade to 


night, and Mrs. Forteſcue gives a moſt 
ſplendid ball.” 


4 1. £ = 


e am ſorry madam,” ” anfwered Auguſta,” 
i that you are too * to attend 
either of chem.“ 


« My God!” exclaimed Miſs Merton, 
«how you miſtake me! the difficulty of at- 
tending both, is what diſtreſſes me. Here 
if I go firſt to the maſquerade, how am. I, 
to get dreſſed properly, and in time for. the 
ball; and if I go to the ball firſt, I ſhall 
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be engaged for ſo many dances, that 1 ſhall 
loſe the maſquerade. 


4 Yours is a moſt terrible dilemma, my 
dear,” faid Lady Merton, perceiving that 
Auguſta was at a loſs what reply to make, 
«but as we may infer from your ſolicitude, 
that both places are likely to be pleaſant, 
why cannot you give up one, that you n | 
havea full enjoyment of the other BY 4 


«Lord, ma am l ſaid ſhe, * how can you: . 
think of ſuch a thing? beſides being ſeen. 
but by half the number of people, I ſhould 
not be able to ſhew both my dreſſes.— 
Then pauling for a few moments, ſhe added, 
all that I can do is, to go directly ta Lady 
Dunbar, who is to chaperon me to the maſ- 
querade, and prevail upon her to ſtay for me 
till two o'clock ; for J poſitively cannot go 
to the ball before twelve. And then riſing, 
ſhe rang the bell; and without any ceremo- 
nous attention to her gueſts, ordered her 


chair 
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chair to be in readineſs. Lady Merton, 
and Auguſta, took their leave; and the for- 


mer could not conceal the * ſuch folly 
gave her. 


In the evening Auguſta complained of a 
head-ach; and as Lady Merton expected 


viſitors, ſne obtained permiſſion tc to retire to 
her chamber early, 
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CHAP. XII. 


UGUSTA. aroſe the next morning ſo 

much indiſpoſed, that ſhe could not 

accompany Lady Merton to hear divine ſer- 
vice, who; was very uneaſy at her illneſs. 


I have ever enjoyed ed i» faid | 
Auguſta, but I have been uſed to the 
open air, and to walk a good deal. Perhaps. 
the want of my accuſtomed exerciſe, may 
occaſion this little ndiſpoſition.”” 


CIC ES 7 
28 


* Undoubt· 
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« Undoubtedly it does,” faid Lady Mer- 
ton, and I ought to have thought of it. 
You ſhall walk out my dear every morning. 


« If your Ladyſhip pleaſes then,” replied 
Auguſta, it ſhall be before breakfaſt, for 


that is what I am uſed to; and my early 


riſing, will enable me to be back again, 
before your breakfaſt hour.” 


« By all means,” ſaid Lady Merton,“ and 
I will inſtantly order John to be ready to 
attend upon you early every morning.” 


She accordingly took a walk the follow- 
ing morning, between nine and ten o'clock, 
and was back again, before Lady Merton 
was down ſtairs; who was ſo much pleaſed 


to find her better, ann 


perſeverance, 


_ Tueſday, the day of Mrs. Sydenham's 
concert, was now arrived, Lady Merton, 


and . 
#1 * ag 
of 1 
Fe * : 


Cz 
w- 
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and Auguſta, prepared to attend it. Auguſta, 
for the firſt time in her life, ſet to a hair 


| dreſſer, and her light, ſhining hair, was 


ornamented with a bandeau of black love 
ribbon only. They were ſet down at Mrs. 
Sydenham's door, about eleven o'clock, and 
found the rooms full of company. Mrs. Sy- 
denham ſeemed the happieſt of human be- 
ings, in having her friends thus about her; 
and after the ladies had paid their compli- 
ments to her, and Auguſta had been intro- 


duced to Mr. Sydenham, oy ws their 


ſeats in the concert room. 


The band was very full; and the effect 
produced by fo many inſtruments, gave 


Auguſta much pleaſure ; but as ſhe per- 


ceived that every body elſe heard them with 
indifference, ſhe aimed, in appearance, to 
do the ſame. In thoſe intervals when the 
mulic ceaſed, the company became clamo- 
rous on the ſubjects of the day: Auguſta 
however had no temptation to join in the 


7 4 74 * — con- 
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converſation, for the Lady who ſat by he r, 
looked at her with ſuch repulſive coldneſs, 
that ſhe had not courage to addreſs her. At 
length Mr. Sydenham made his way to her, 
and leaning on the back of her chair, ſaid 
loud enough to be, heard by the ſurrounding 
company, we are indebted to Lady Merton, 
for having graced our room, with ſuch 


= i 2 Re 


beholder! 


* 


This extravagant compliment, threw Au- : 
guſta into great confuſion, which was in- 
creaſed when on ' raiſing her eyes, ſhe per- 
ceived that a ſupercilious ſmile, was directed 
to her, by her fair neighbour, | 


Bo. Have you been well entertained Mig 
Denbeigh ?” faid Mr. Sydenham, 1 


ec « Greatly fir,” replied ſhe. 


» 
: 


«I need not aſk yödbr ſaid he, ; ke 
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are fond of muſic; the expreſſion of your 
countenance tells me that you are. 


« Your judgement in phyſiognomy, is not 
diſcredited by the conjecture, replied ſhe, 
« but I cannot concejve what the rule is, 
on which you found your obſervation. 


0 Then 1 will tell you,” returned he; 
«your features indicate ſenſibility, which 1s 
congenial to the ſounds of * - 


ec Perhaps,” faid ſhe ſmiling, << you are 
kefs fortunate in your conjecture now than 
you were before.“ 


e Then,” replied he, lowering his voice, 
and affecting to ſuppreſs a deep ſigh, you 
will inflict miſery not to be endured.” 


Auguſta began to think her former ſullen 
neighbour, greatly preferable to the new one 
ſhe had gained, when the renewal. of the 
concert 
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concert, relieved her, by obliging Mr. Sy- 
. denham to be filent : But what was her ſur- 
priſe, when on looking up, ſhe beheld Lord 
Euſton at ſome little diſtance. The fight 
of him renewed ſo many painful ideas, that 
ſhe ſat abſorbed in deep melancholy, and 
neither heard the muſic, nor Mr. Sydenham, 
who frequently exclaimed, «charming !” in 
order to draw her attention, 


The concert was now finiſhed, and Lord 
Euſton approached, in order to pay his com- 
pliments to Mr. Sydenham; and Auguſta's 
unſocial neighbour, throwing a deal of ani- 
mation and good humour into her face, 
cried out, O Lord Euſton! you ſhould 
have been here theſe two hours ago. The 
muſic has been divinely performed I aſſure 
you. : | g 


He was going to make ſome reply, when 
his eye caught Auguſta. ©* Good God!” 
exclaimed he, is it poſſible that I have 
+ 1 really 
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really the happineſs of ee Miſs Den- 
beigh?“ | 


She bowed but was unable to ſpeak. 
The dejection of her countenance, and her 
being in deep mourning, gave. a ſort of in- 
dication of his uncle's death, which he had 
not heard of. He longed to aſk her a thou- 
ſand queſtions, but felt himſelf reſtrained, by 
the fear of giving her pain, and therefore 
© confined himſelf to the inquiry of how long 
the had been in town. 


bak a week, was ; the anſwer. Mr. Sy- 
denham was all attention to this ſcenes and 
the lady who ha had before addreſſed, Lord 
Euſton, again cried out, I have been dying 
to ſee your Lordſhip ever ſince the maſque- 
rade. You don't know I ſuppoſe, that it was 
me, who told your fortune? 


« No indeed, ay replied he, «nor 28 you 
forcreli the 1 event which has befallen 
me 
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me to night, or I ſhould have fallen down 
and worſhipped you.“ 


Here they were joined by Lady Merton, 


who inquired of Auguſta, how ſhe had been 
entertained, and perceiving - by her replies 
that ſhe was diſcompoſed, attributed it to 


a return of her head-ach, and therefore told 
her, ſhe was ready to attend her home. Mr, 


Sydenham offered his hand to. Auguſta, to 
the great mortification of Lord Euſton; and 
the ladies departed without his being able to 
fay any thing more to Auguſta. He did not 
however | negle& to aſk Mr. Sydenham, 
where Miſs Denbeigh reſided, who told him, 


and with truth, that he had never ſeen 2 | 


| * that evening. 


On their return iy Lady Merton 


again expreſſed her ſolicitude for Au gulls: 's 
_ health. 


=— 


"Sie my dear _ fad ſhe, «] 


aim 


6 
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am not ill; but I was thrown into extreme 
agitation by the ſight of Lord Euſton, who 
is nephew to my beloved, and lamented be- 
nefactor. 


* And are you acquainted with him?“ 
aſked Lady Merton. 


« He paid a viſit once in Wales,” replied 
Auguſta, and but a few months before the 
death of Mr. Euſton, which was the circum- 
ſtance which chiefly affected my mind. I 
perceived,” added ſhe, * that he is ignorant 
of the loſs I have ſuſtained, and I had not 
— to tell him. 


« Well, but my dear,” faid Lady n 
willing to divert her from ſuch melan- 

choly reflections, tell me if you were really 
pleaſed \ wth the evening you have paſſed.” | 


« With the muſic madam, I Bo 1 


e * but not ſo, with the 
other 
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other part of my entertainment. I Was 


ſeated by a lady who regarded me with ſo 
ſrigid a countenance, that I durſt make no 
effort, at a converſation with her: And 


when Mr. Sydenham ſtationed himſelf by 


me, I was doomed to hear fuch extravagant 
encomiums, as quite diſconcerted me. I 
proteſt to you my dear Lady Merton, he 
almoſt made love to me.” 


ef he has not done ſo already,” faid 


Lady Merton laughing, I dare fay he will; 
Mr. Sydenham is a man of gallantry, fo take 
care of Yourſelf.” | 


C I Gan hardly believe that your Ladyſhip 
is ſerious, © anſwered Auguſta; for ſurely a 


married man, with ſuch a character, would 
find it difficult to gun admiſſion into the 


firſt ſocieties.” 


« You are miſtaken my dear,” ſaid Lady 
Merton: The chief recommendation for 
vol. 1. 8 | | 
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that, is wealth. People do not now give 
themſelves the trouble of inquiring after the 
morals of their acquaintance.” « 


Ah! thought Auguſta, how juſtly did 
Mr. Euſton eſtimate the evils of povert7 ! 
« Your tacit neighbour,” continued Lady 
Merton, has her excuſe, in the cuſtom of 
the day, and I ought: to take all the blame 
on myſelf, for not having introduced you. 

An introduction, is not intended ſimply to 
ſay who you are, but extends a permiſſion 
to well bred people, to converſe together. 
Miſs Felton is a lively good humoured girl, 
as you will find when you ws acquainted,” . 


After a little more chat, they retired to 
their own apartments, 


* 5 e CHAP, 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH, © 2 


CHAP. XI. 


LEEP did not ſoon viſit the eyes of 
' kJ Auguſta, Her thoughts were employed 
in a buly retroſpection of paſt ſcenes, and 
a compariſon of them, with the preſent. 
| Society, ſuch as ſhe had ſeen, afforded no 
equivalent to the ſimple joys of rural life. 
She had met with no character which could 
intereſt her, except Lady Merton; and 
which way ſoever ſhe turned her thoughts, 
OS ' they 
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they were ſtill imbittered with undiminiſhed 
regret, for the loſs of Mr. Euſton. 


She aroſe early, and attended by Lady 
Merton's footman, took a walk in St. 
James's Park. As ſhe was returning home, 
ſhe was alarmed by the cry of, **a mad 
dog!” and perceiving one of thoſe animals 
running along the ſame ſide of the Street 
on which ſhe ha, ſhe almoſt flew to the 
other, and turned down the firſt Street that 
preſented itſelf. Here, ſeeing a door- open, 
ſhe darted in, and was ſoon in a parlour, 
where ſat Lord Euſton, at breakfaſt. Her 
_ fright at firſt, made her inſenſible to every 
thing but her ſafety; but when ſhe was af. 
ſared of that, ſhe felt a conſiderable degree 
of mortification, at having thus, tho' ſo un- 
deſignedly, thrown herſelf into the protec- 
tion of Lord Euſton. She W made 
an 08 to a+ ce 


% My. evi Miſs Denbeigh,” ” ſaid bis 
: Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, you are not yet ſufficiently re- 
covered, —Pray be ſeated; I will conduct 
you wherever you ſhall direct, when you 
are more compoſed.“ 


She told him, that a ſervant of Lady 
Merton's was in waiting, ſuppoſing that he 
had actually followed her; but the man, 
who had been as much alarmed as Auguſta, 
inſtead of attending to her, had conſulted 
the means of his own preſervation, . and ran 
back to the ſhop of a green-grocer, whom 
he knew. As ſoon as he perceived that 
the danger was paſt, he began to feel aſhamed 
of his deſertion of Auguſta, and ſuppoling 
ſhe had gone ſtrait e 20 Argyle-Street, 
ran as faſt as he could to overtake her. 


When Auguſta was informed that the ſer- 
vant was not there, ſhe beg'd to have a 
chair called directly, which Lord | Euſton 
did not dare to refuſe, tho' he evidently -be- 
trayed an inclination to detain her. 2 

| . The 
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T he chair was: ſqon procured, and Lord 
Euſton was putting her in it, and giving di- 
rections to the chair- men, to go to Lady 
Merton's in Argyle-Street, when Mr. De- 
vereux preſented himſelf at the door. He 
made way for the chair, unperceived by 
Auguſta who had drawn the curtains, and 
ſtood motionleſs with ſurpriſe. Lord Eu- 
ſton however, ſoon brought him to himſelf, 
by calling out in high ſpirits, © why Deve- 
reux, are you turned to a ſtatue ?” 


« Not fo,” anſwered he, with an embar- 
raſſed air, © I came here with an intention 
of ſitting an hour with you, but I had juſt 
recollected an engagement, which had before 
eſcaped my memory, and was at that mo- 
ment debating, whether 4 muſt not give up 
the ny of ſeeing you.” 


His emotion did not eſcape Lord Euſton's 
obſervation, who readily conjectured the 


cauſe, and whoſe vanity was ſo highly gra- 
tified 
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tified by it, that he could not reſtrain the 
pleaſure it gave him. Mr. Devereux, on the 
reverſe, ſeemed never in a worſe frame of 
mind, for enjoying the exuberance of Lord 
Euſton's good ſpirits, and repeating his ex- 
cuſe, left him haſtily. 


Mr. Devereux had returned but lately. 
from the continent, on ſome family bulinels, 
and was to ſet our again for Vienna the fol- 
lowing morning. He had brought letters 
for Lady Merton, from her ſon, who was 
at that court; but having been much en- 
| gaged, had not been able to call upon her, 

to tell her the day of his departure, until 
that morning. Anxious to repair his neg- 
lect, by giving her all the time he then had 
in his power, he went to her houſe early, 
in expectation of finding her at breakfaſt, 
The ſervant informed him ſhe was not yet 
come down ſtairs, therefore he ſtepped into 
the parloyr, to leave a note. He had writ- 
ten it, and was about to leave the room, 
A | when 
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when his eyes caught the ſight of two draw- 
ings which lay upon the table, and which 
ſeemed done in a maſterly manner; one was 
in an unfiniſhed ſtate ; he took up the other, 
and to his great amazement, beheld the 
narrow valley with over-hanging rocks, and 
the rapid ſtream, by the ſide of which he had 
walked with Mr. Euſton and Auguſta; his 
heart too, told him that the drawing was 
her's, and he involuntarily preſſed it to his 
lips; but the means by which it came there, 
excited his utmoſt curioſity. Could Mr. 
Euſton and Auguſta be in town? His heart 
throbbed at the idea. On booking at the 
drawing again, he obſerved the happy party, 
whom Auguſta had introduced: He knew 
each, and could not help remarking, that 
he was placed by the ſide of Auguſta, in- 


ſtead of Lord Euſton, who had actually de- 


tached her from himſelf, and Mr. Euſton. 
This trifling circumſtance gave ſuch a ſweet 
ſenſation, as left him no longer a ſtranger to 

"a 9 ſhe had made on his heart. 
£5: Scarcely 
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Scarcely could he reſiſt the temptation he 
felt, to carry off the prize: The ſight of her 
port folio, reanimated the deſign, and he ex- 
amined it, in hopes of finding another copy. 
In turning over the papers, he found a mi- 
niature portrait of Auguſta. Almoſt trem- 
bling through joy, he ſeized this, placed it 
carefully in his pocket book, and quitted the 
houſe. When he was in the Street, he be- 
gan to reproach himſelf, for not having made 
ſome inquiries of the ſervant who had let 
him out; but on recollecting that Lord Eu- 
ſton could give him fuller information, he 
directed his ſteps to his houſe, and arrived 
there juſt in time to witneſs, what he con- 
ceived to be, a ſecret viſit from Auguſta: 
and it was this, which occaſioned the mor- 
tification, that Lord Euſton had ſo N 
perceived. 


When Auguſta arrived at Lady Merton's, 
ſhe perceived the footman, was waiting at 
the ooo with much ſhame and rin | 
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in his countenance. On her quitting the 
chair, he beſought her not to mention the 
circumſtance to his Lady, telling her, he 
ſhould be diſcharged, and probably be de- 
prived of the means of getting his livelihood _ 
if it ſhould be known. The benevolence 
of her heart readily led her to pardon his. 
behaviour, and to ſet his mind at eaſe by 
giving him a promiſe that Lady Merton 
ſhould remain unacquainted with it. This 
promiſe obliged: her to conceal the whole of 
the adventure ſhe had met with. 


As Lady Merton and Auguſta were 
about to ſeparate, in order to dreſs: for din- 
ner, a ſplendid equipage drove to the door, 
and Miſs Merton ſoon entered the room. 
She courteſied with much ceremony, to- 
both ladies, and without 8 took a 


ſeat. 


„The happineſs I feel at ſeeing you my 
dear,” id Lady Merton, receives a con- 
| ſiderable 
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ſiderable allay, from the appearance of lan- 
guor which your countenance wears. Are 
you well?“ 


«4 Lord, madam,” exclaimed Miſs Merton, 
how you mortify me! if I do appear at all 
_ fatigued, it muſt be from the extreme hurry 
I have been in, to get here before your 
Ladyſnip's dinner hour.” | 


«Lady Merton hurt at this reply, re- 
mained filent; and Auguſta, to fill up the 
chaſm in the converſation, told Miſs Mer- 
ton ſhe hoped ſhe had not been diſappointed 
in her intention of attending both Lady Betty 
Caſtleton's maſquerade, and Mrs. Forteſ- 
cue's * . 


« No,” faid ſhe; ſurveying Auguſta, as 
ſhe anſwered her, J did contrive it, for I 


have no Klgg of giving up any thing my heart 
is ſet upon. 


6 6 „ Then,” 


7.5 
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Then,“ faid Lady Merton, «you will 


not "refuſe me a requeſt, in which 1 aſſure 
you mine is much intereſted. I am,” con- 


tinued ſhe, making up a pacquet for my 


- fon, which is to go to-morrow morning; 
and what I have to beg is, that you will 
give me a few lines to ineloſe within it.” 


«La! madam,” cried Miſs Merton, * if 


you tell him I am well, it will be the fame 


as if I wrote.“ 


cc You would feel much reſentment, and 


with cauſe too,” replied Lady — ca if 
\ | bs believed fo.” 


« But I hate writing,” ſaid Miſs Merton; 
and Lord Merton ſhould be ſatisfied with 
hearing from me in any way that is moſt 
| agreeable ; but however ma'am, to oblige 
vou, I will ſcribble a note to him. 


Whilſt ſhe was employed in writing, Au- 
Sag N guſta 
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guſta in her turn, now that ſhe could do 


it, without the appearance of impertinent 
obſervation, ſurveyed Miſs Merton's figure. 


She was tall and thin, and therefore her de- 
| portment, which ſhe intended ſhould be 


highly dignified, was extemely formal. The 


chief expreſſion of her countenance, was 


that of conſcious ſuperiority ; hence ſhe had 
loſt all ſweetneſs of manner, and whenever 
ſhe meant to confer a civility, did it with 
an affected humility, which deſtroyed the 
compliment, by the obligation it ſeemed to 
impoſe. Auguſta had juſt determined, that 


with more eaſe, and affability, Miſs Merton 
might have been both elegant and engaging ; 
when ſhe aroſe from the table, and preſented 
an envelope to Lady Merton, ſaying, this 
naſty writing had almoſt made me forget 
that I withed to engage your Ladyſhip to 
dine with me next Saturday, and I hope 
Miſs Denbeigh will accompany you. I ſhall 
dine early, added ſhe, becauſe I Know you 

| are 
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are not uſed to late hours; ſo Pray don't be 
later than ſeven.” 


Soon IP this engagement was arranged, 
Miſs Merton took her leave ; having as ſhe 
proteſted, a million of places to call at. 


Lady Merton had engaged a box at Drury 
Lane Theatre, for that evening; and being 
anxious that Auguſta ſhould ſee the whole 
of a performance, there preſentation of which 
was ſo totally new to her, they repaired. 
thither immediately after dinner, 


WS . CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


ADY MERTON and Auguſta, had 
| not long left Argyle-Street, before - 
Lord Euſton arrived; on being told that Miſs 
Denbeigh was from home, he commiſſioned 

his ſervant, to learn whether ſhe was to be 

| found at any of the public places of reſort; 

and hearing with great pleaſure that both the 

ladies were gone. to Drury-Lane Theatre, 
he inſtantly drove thicher. | 


When 


LOS 
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When Lord Euſton entered Lady Mer- 
ton's box, the firſt a& was juſt concluded; 
and he inſtantly beheld in Auguſta's coun- 
tenance, all the delight ſhe had experienced 
from this new ſpecies of entertainment. He 
inquired with much apparent anxiety, if ſhe 
had recovered her fright, and told her of 
his having been in Argyle-Street, where he 
had learnt that ſhe was at Drury Lane. 
Auguſta did not forget what Lady Merton 
had faid to her the preceding evening, and 
immediately introduced Lord Euſton to her 
Ladyſhip, who then took his ſeat, by Au- 
guſta, The play was Shakeſpear's, As 
You Like It,” in which he ſeems to have ſtu- 
died todo juſtice to the delicacy, and diſinter- 
eſtedneſs, of female character. It was in fact, 
Auguſta's favourite comedy, although when 
ſhe had read it, ſhe had not eſtimated as 
now, the ſweet, and intereſting friendſhip 
of Roſelind and Celia; unexperienced as ſhe 
then was, ſhe had fancifully imagined, that 
ſuch ſcenes were often to be met with in the 
| | world; 
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world; and finding her own heart capable 
of the ſame generous exertions, ſhe could 
not heſitate to believe that they were the 
general inmates of the female boſom. A 
very ſhort intercourſe with this world, had 
convinced her of the fallacy of her conclu- 
ſion; but the deſcription was too delicious, 
for her to part with it entirely: and when 
the faw ſuch affecting images, thus realized 
before her, it ſeemed to authorize her for- 
mer opinion, and to reſtore her to thoſe 
ſcenes of rural ſimplicity, which her. imagi- 
nation n delighted to recall. 


She was indulging k herſelf i in this wa 
retroſpection, at the end of the play, when 
in one of the oppolite boxes, ſhe beheld 
Mr. Devereux! he had been ſome little 
time in the houſe, and one of the firſt ob- 
jects his eyes had caught, was Auguſta. 
.She had from that moment engaged his 
whole attention, and he obſerved the plea- 
ſure which animated her countenance, when- 

i ever 
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ever ſhe converſed with Lord Euſton. He 
was gazing at her in an attitude of deep 
thought, when ſhe firſt ſaw him, and evi- 
dently perceiving that ſhe knew him, he 
quitted his own party, and joined her's. 


All the gaiety of 8 heart had for- 
ſaken her, and when Mr. Devereux entered 
the box, and accoſted her, her features bore 
marks of ſtrong dejection. What he ſaid 
was ſpoke ſo low, and ſo inarticulate that 
Auguſta attempted no reply; he therefore 
turned to Lady Merton, and told her that 
he had intended calling at her houſe, when 
he quitted the Theatre, to receive the pac- 
ket, with which he was to be intruſted, for 
Lord Merton. 


e And you ſtill, I hope,” replied Lady 
Merton, * will have the goodneſs to purſue 
your deſign. We ſhall ſtay the entertain- 
ment, which Miſs Denbeigh wiſhes to ſee, 
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and then I ſhall try to prevail upon you to 
accompany us home,” 


e If I thought your Ladyſhip would not 
accuſe me of caprice,” faid Auguſta, 1 
ſhould venture to retract thoſe wiſhes, which 


I know are your ſole inducement for ſtay- 
ing.” „ 


« By no means,” anſwered Lady Merton; 
J have no choice: therefore whatever 1 
moſt pleaſant to you, will be ſo to me.“ 


e think then, madam, faid Auguſta ; 
«that my attention is fatigued for the pre- 
ſent; ſo if you pleaſe, we will return home.“ 


Lady Merton, Auguſta, and Mr. Deve- 
reux accordingly quitted the Theatre, to the 
great chagrin of Lord Euſton, who could 
not conceal his diſappointment: It was 
however ſome what alleviated, when in going 
acroſs the lobby, Auguſta told him, that if 


he 
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he had leiſure the next morning, ſhe would 


be glad to ſee him for ten minutes. > 


When they arrived in Argyle-Street, 


Lady Merton retired to make up. her pac- 


ket, and left Auguſta and Mr. Devereux 
together. A filence of ſome moments en- 
ſaed, during which Mr. Devereux appeared 
abſent and ſpiritleſs Auguſta ; ſaid in a low, 
and tremulous voice, has Mr. Devereux 


" 496 informed of the death of his excellent 
friend Mr. Euſton, that he thus ſeems to ſym- 


pathize with me, on ſuch an irreparable loſs? 


Is Mr. Euſton indeed dead!” ex- 
claimed Mr. Devereux. | 


Auguſta anſwered him only with tears, 
c Good God! Miſs Denbeigh,” ſaid he, 
approaching her with inexpreſſible emotion, 
« how you ſurpriſe me! believe me, my 


heart ſhares in the diſtreſs of your's. 


Auguſta 
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" Auguſta ſtill remained ſilent. He took 
her hand, which he preſſed between his, 
and then added, if it be not too preſum- 
tive—if the man before you, could render 
you any ſervice—But no, that honour be- 
longs only to Lord Euſton and his family.” 


„To the family of Lord Euſton,” re- 
phed Auguſta, I am an entire ſtranger, 
withdrawing her hand from his; and with 


his Lordſhip I have no further acquaintance 


than Mr. Devereux has witneſſed: Fhere- : 
fore,” added ſhe, with a look of dignity, | 


« from him I N expect, nor can receive 
any obligation. 


Mr. Devereux in his turn, was now ſi⸗ 
lent, and Auguſta, fearing that ſne had given 
him cauſe for diſpleaſure, ſaid with great 
ſweetneſs, the intereſt which Mr. Deve- 
reux is ſo good as to ſhew for me, demands 
my gratitude ; and I ſhall perhaps make the 
beſt return to his kindneſs, by informing 


_ 
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him, that Lady Merton extends both her 
protection and friendſhip to me.“ 


© Amiable and lovely Miſs Denbeigh !” 
replied Mr. Devereux, © how I. adore the 
condeſcenſion which can thus relieve my 
apprehenſions, and pardon my preſumption. 
Oh! that I could but prove to you the ſo- 
licitude I feel for your , happineſs! the con- 
flict of the prefent moment, is more than I 
am able to bear. I ſhall ſee you no more, 
for many months, perhaps years—and I 
leave you in a ſituation, where beauteous, 
and unſuſpicious of deceit as you are, you 
will conſtantly be ſurrounded with dangers— 
« Alas!” replied Auguſta, interrupting him, 
« ſhort as my acquaintance with the great 
world has been, I have already ſeen enough 
to detect its hypocriſy; but I will bear in 
remembrance the hint you have given me, 
and learn to be ſuſpicious of my own judge- 
ment, and cautious how I adopt that of 
others. | | 
g £5 «Oh! 
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ce Oh Miſs Denbeigh!” faid Mr. Deve- 
reux, © the exalted ſentiments of your own 
pure boſom, I both know and reverence”— 
again continued he, © exert the benevolence 
of your heart, and forgive the fears of danger 
with which I have inſpired: you; your fe- . 
licity is dearer to me than my own, and in- 
conſiſtent as I am, I know not what to 
dread” He walked about the room in great 
diſorder, and Auguſta, although ſhe did not 
comprehend his meaning, was too much af- _ 
fected to attempt a renewal of the conver- 
ſation, before Lady Merton returned ; who 
ſtrove to detain him to ſupper, but he pleaded 
the many things he had to arrange previous 
to his early departure the next morning, 


and in a melancholy voice, bade them 
adieu. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


ORD Euſton reached Argyle-Street, 
by twelve o'clock, and was ſhewn 
into the breakfaſt parlour, where Auguſta. 
waited to receive him. The ſolemnity of 
her manner, threw ſome damp, upon the 
high ſpirits, with which he firſt accoſted 
her; and as ſoon as they were ſeated ſhe 
faid, „we have met each other three times 
my Lord, without having once mentioned 
the name of your excellent uncle; an omiſ- 
ad ; | A i on p 
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ſion 1 could not have been ouilty of, hal 
not the places been ſo i improper for the in- 


formation I had to give you: I therefore 


entreated the favour of this viſit, that I might | 
alk, if you are yet a ſtranger to his death ths 


el « Totally fo,” replied Lord Euſton. 
«Your preſence in London, indeed, and 
your dreſs, gave me ſuſpicions which ” 
1 not MY into.” . 


- 


Land Euſton ſpoke truly. ; His father” 


had given him no intimation of the death 
of Mr. Euſton, and when he firſt ſaw Au- 
guſta at Mrs. Sy denham' s concert, he ſuſ- 
pected the event, which had really hap- 
petied : but when he met her afterwards, 
his joy at ſeeing and converting with her, 
was ſo unbounded, that he ” thought of n no- 
thing elſe. 


-« ] wrote to Lord Seaton,” ſaid Auguſta, 
attempting, tho' ine ffectually to refrain ler 
VOL. I. "TN tears, 


4 
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tears, *©I thought it right to apprize him 
of the death of his brother. He ſent me 
this anſwer, which ſeems to imply a doubt 
of the exiſtence of a will, which I beg 
leave to ſhew your Lordſhip.— Here it is.“ 


Good God!” my dear. Miſs Denbeigh, 
exclaimed Lord Euſton, do you ſuppoſe. 
that I will receive further proof than your 
word? or that if his property was not de- 
viſed, I would ſuffer you to be deprived of 
one atom of it?? 


Auguſta bowed, and ſaid, © Of all the fa- 
mily of my beloved benefactor, you fir are 
the only one, who ſeem united to him by 
the ties of affe tion, ſuffer me therefore, to 
reſtore this gold watch to you. It is uſcleſs 
to me; and I ſhall feel gratified by knowing 
that it is worn, and valued, by his nephew.“ 


This watch was remarkably curious and 
| beautiful ; | 
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beautiful; Mr. Euſton having purchaſed i it, 
during his travels in Germany. 


«Tt is a reafure,” replied Lord Euſton, 
d which I ſhall prize beyond any thing I 
poſſeſs in this world ; but which I, never- 
theleſs, can receive on one condition only. 


« What is that,” faid Auguſta ? 


« The replacing it with another,” an- 
ſwered he, 


That I cannot permit,” replied Au- 
guſta, «I have no occaſion for ſuch an or- 
rhanent; and you beſides hurt me, by pro- 
poſing an exchange for a gift, which I pre- 
ſent to you, in the name of your uncle.” 


« The gift you preſent,” ſaid Lord Eu- 
ſton, is of ſo much value, that an acknow- 
ledgement is all I dare attempt; and if you 
deprive me of making one, you will of ac-. 


H 2 cepting 
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cepting the other. So ſaying he took the 
watch, kiſſed it, and put it in his pocket. 


- Auguſta riſing, ſaid ſhe muſt now attend 
Lady Merton. Lord Euſton entreated her 
permiſſion to call upon her again, and tooæk 
his leave. He almoſt flew to his on houſe; ; 
ſo full was he of a projet which he had 
thought of the moment he took Mr. Eu- 
ſton's watch from Auguſta, He ſummoned 
one of his ſervants and ordered him to get 
1 poſt horſes inſtantly, and be ready to con- 
T1 vey a letter he ſhould have to ſend by him. 
JF! This letter was, for Mr. Devereux; which 
he. flattered himſelf would overtake him be- 
fore he leſt Dover, and contained a requeſt, 
that his friend would purchaſe for him; one 
of the moſt elegant ladies watches he could 
1 meet with at Paris, and ſend it by the firſt 
| \ conveyance. As the | meſſenger was ordered 
to travel night and day, he overtook Mr. 
Devereux before he ſet ſail, who read the 
letter, and with a deep ſigh, bade the ſer- 
Oc) | 1 Ws: 
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vant aſſure his maſter, that he would pay 
the utmoſt attention to his ann 


The next evening Ledkri dbrrdietis was to 
receive company, and Auguſta underwent 
the ceremony of introduction to a number 
of perſons whoſe names ſhe had never heard 
before. Indeed the only faces the knew, 
where thoic of Mr. and Mrs. CHIN 
and MMiſs Felton. 


When the card parties were arranged 
Auguſta was leſt unemployed ; which Miſs 
Felton no ſooner perceived, than ſhe left 
the loo table, and proteſted ſhe would bear 
her company, Auguſta remonſtrated in vain, 
for Miſs Felton's complacency, was not to 
be overcome: At length ſhe ſaid with a 
ſmile, you know not madam the pleaſure 
you may perhaps deprive me of, by detach- 
ing me from making obſervations; on/ the 
na 3 for I aſſure you, that until this even- 

g, J have ſcarcely ſeen a card, and never 
| 113 play d 
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play'd one. Really,” replied Miſs Felton, 
* why I thought cards were played all over 
the world! however I can tell you, there 
is no ſort of pleaſure in looking on, for all 
the enjoyment of the game, is to have a 
vaſt deal of money at ſtake.” 


04 Tos ſurpriſe me,” faid Auguſta, 
* more than I have done you. Is it poſ- 
ſible that large ſums are depending upon 

the caſt of thoſe pieces of paper? f 


Large ſums,” replied Miſs Felton! 
ce why no, one could not ruin one's ſelf here; 
but there are places in town where people 
may get rid of the incumbrance of a large 

fortune | in one night.” | 


Auguſta was going to aſk an explanation, 
when Mrs. Sydenham came up to her, ery- 
ing, Lord, my dear Miſs Denbeigh, are not 
you engaged at cards, I am n | 


to ſee you unemployed,” 


«c 10 


* 
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« ] remain ſo madam,” replied Auguſta, 
cc becauſe I am totally ignorant of the game, 
nor do I even know if I may venture to 
inquire, if you have been fortunate.” | 


Oh! certainly,” anſwered ſhe. But 
I haye loſt every thing. That is the five 
points, and ten guineas which I bet on the 

rubbers, into the bargain,” 


Mrs. Sydenham now left them, to join 
her party, and a gentleman approached, 
whom Auguſta had not ſeen before. 
« Here is my brother,” exclaimed Miſs 
Felton, preſenting Sir William Felton to 
her, * began to think you late. 3 

« ] feel now that | am fo,” . replied Sir 
wv Hliam, bowing to Auguſta, e and regret 
che moments chat I have Joſt.” 


„ Miſs Denbeigh does not play carts,” 
. H 4 ſaid 
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ſaid Miſs F *elton, Cc and we have been tte 
a tẽ te, this half hour.“ 


Tou have been very good,” anſwered 
Auguſta, and I fear have facrificed your 
own amuſement, to contribute to e 


Oh no!” ſaid Miſs F Felton, a cards are 
my averſion, I aſſure l 


« Why then, aſked Auguſt, « do vou 

play dem? N 

ee Becauſe,” anſwered Sir William, « = 

rabella is enough of the fine lady, to pre- 

- fer being in the faſhion, to any ſelf gat; 
fication whatever.” . 


« Indeed,” retorted Miſs Felton, © you 
do not do my complacency the juſtice it 
4 4h erits; for I only wiſh to avoid deine alone 
n a multitude,” 


* 
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The converſation was now interrupted by 
Mr. Sydenham, who intreated Sir William 
to take his ſeat at the card table, which he 
preſently did : Miſs Felton too, quitted Au- 
guſta to ſpeak to a lady of her acquain- 
tance, and then Mr. Sydenham ſaid, 
hope I ſhall be well received for having 
relieved you from ſo fad a boor, as this 
inſipid brother and ſiſter, who are little bet- 
ter than Automatons, ſince not only their 
motions, but even their ideas, are regulated 
by the aper of faihion.”” 


Auguſta very much furnriſed at the free- 
dom with which he ſpoke of thoſe, who 
appeared to be numbered among his friends, 
looked at him ſome moments before ſhe 
replied, and then only ſaid, *I do not know 
enough of Sir William, and Miſs Felton, 
to decide upon their characters, but I muſt 
own they do not ſeem to merit the ſevere 
rema: ks you have made upon them. 


Hos „ 
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« Oh! you have that indeed yet to find 
out; ſaid he, * tho' it is poſſible you 
never may, ſince you are ſure of being fol- 
lowed by admiring crowds wherever you 
go, which is a certain ſecurity, as it is in- 
deed the only one of their attention.” 


« Are you not trying to impoſe upon 
my credulity,” ſaid Auguſta? © furely it 
is improbable that rational Beiags, ſhould 
think, and act, as well as dreſs, from the 
influence of faſhion. Beſides, ſtranger as I 
am to them, their behaviour to me can 
only be the reſult of good-breeding, or a 
compliment to Lady Merton, whoſe viſiter 
I am.“ 


In the laſt circumſtance,” ſaid Mr. 
Sydenham laughing, © you have certainly 
found the cauſe, you have derived a con- 
ſequence in their eyes from your introduc- 
tion by Lady Merton, which neither your 
beauty, or exalted merit, could ever have 

given 


AUGUSTA DEN BEIG H. 153 


given you; and you will find that their at- 
tention to you, will be guided by that of 
others. But, continued he, obſerving that 
Auguſta ſeemed at a loſs how to reply, 
© how great will be your triumph over 
them, in the adoration your charms will ex- 
cite! And here if I am not miſtaken, comes a 
candidate for your favour, whom I already 
dread as a rival.” | 


Lord Euſton, who had -juſt entered the 
room, now approached, and paid his com- 
pliments to Avguſta, they were immediately 
joined by Miſs Felton, and ſoon afterwards 
by Sir William, 


The converſation now became general, 
to Lord Euſton's great mortification, who 
could not detach Auguſta from the party 
during the remainder of the evening. Miſs 
Felton took leave of Auguſta with a pro- 
fuſion of civilities; and Sir William wick 
ſo many high flown compliments, as gave 
Lord Euſton an uneaſy pang in his boſom. 

MS CHAP, 
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HE next morning Miſs Felton called 
1 upon Avguſta by her own appoint- 
ment, to go to Kenſington-Gardens. Sir 
William ſhe ſaid had rode into Hyde- Park, 
and would join them there; and Lady Mer- 


ton having other engagements, Miſs Fel- 
ton and Auguſta proceeded without her. 
The morning was lovely, and Auguſta Was 
quite enchanted, with the. walks, which, as 
is common at this ſeaſon, were full of com- 
pany. Miſs Felton, informed her who 

11 every 
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every lady was, and indeed they ſeemed 
almoſt all to be of her acquaintance; as 
they frequently ſtopped to ſpeak to diffe- 
rent parties, Auguſta was greatly embarraſſed 
to hear audible whiſpers of inquiry about 
herſelf, and equally ſo at the unreſtrained 
manner, in which the gentlemen of Sir 
William's acquaintance, ſeemed to obſerve 
her. Tired. of ſuch ſcrutiny, more than the 
length of the walk, ſhe ventured to hint a 
with of returning home, which was imme 
diately aſſented to by her companions. As 
they were leaving the Gardens, Miſs Mer- 
ton was about to enter with a party of her 
friends. Mutual civilities were exchanged 
between Sir William, his ſiſter, and them; 
and Auguſta unwilling to be deficient in 
reſpect to Miſs Merton, who did not ſeem 
to obſerve her, approached and paid her 
compliments. Miſs Merton looked at her, 
as if trying to recollect who ſhe was, and 


then ſuddenly dropping a co thanked 
her, and paſſed on. 


. | cc « Pray,” 
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« Pray,” faid Miſs Felton, when they 
"were ſeated in the coach, are you not ac- 
quainted with Miſs Merton?“ 


„ have ſeen her but twice,” replied 
| Auguſta, and then only for a few mo- 
ments.” 19 85 


That evening Lady Merton again took = 
Auguſta to the Theatre, which place ſhe 
aſſured her, ſhe prefered to every other. 


The following day, was the one appointed 
for their viſit to Miſs Merton, at whoſe 
houſe they arrived before ſhe was ready 
to receive them. The dinner was ſerved 
in a ſuperior ſtyle to any thing Auguſta 
had yet ſeen; and indeed, there ſeemed 
through the whole, a ſtudied diſplay of un- 
neceſſary ſplendour, as the dining party con- 

ſiſted only of the three ladies. When they 
returned to the drawing room, Miſs Merton 
ſat down to a very fine Piano Forte, and 
4 gave 
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gave them ſome leſſons, and a ſong. Dur- 
ing the performance of theſe, ſeveral viſi- 
ters arrived, who however entreated the 
indulgence of hearing her play. When 
ſhe at laſt aroſe, Lady Merton, who from 
the natural goodneis of her heart, felt an- 
xious that Auguſta's excellence might be 
known, told Miis Merton, that ſhe hoped 
ſhe would try to prevail upon Miſs Den- 
beigh to take her ſeat; who immediately 
yielded to the ſolicitation. As ſhe played, 
the words, © charming!” * Braviſtimo!”” 
were repeated by a gentleman who ſeemed 
a connoiſſeur in muſic ; which however was 
ſo far from encouraging her, that it diſ- 
treſſed; and rather made her play worſe. 
During her performance, Miſs Merton had 
taken a ſeat, by one of her viſiters, and had 
affected great attention during the firſt 
movement, but then ſhe ſuddenly entered 
into loud chat, with her friend, on ſome 
very lively ſubject as it ſeemed, for they 
both laughed *** This interrup- 


tion 
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tion did not prevent Colone! Beauclerc, 
from aſking Auguſta if ſhe did not alſo ſing. 
Lady. Merton replied for her, and hurt at 


the rudeneſs of Miſs Merton, was determined 


to puniſh her further for it. She ſung a 
favourite Opera air, which ſhe had learnt 
ſince ſne came to town; and part of her 
audience at leaſt, ſeemed pleaſed with her 
voice. Whilſt ſhe was receiving their ac 
knowledgements, Miſs Merton aroſe, and 


. faying coldly that ſhe was much obliged to 


her, ſhut the Piano Forte. 


More company now ariving, card tables 
were placed; and Miſs Merton was bufily 
employed in arranging her paraes, when Sir 
William Felton, and Miſs Felton were an- 


_ nounced. Whilſt they were paying their 


compliments to her, Colonel Beauci-rc came 
up and ſaid, for Gods lake wy dear Miſs 
Merton, tell me who this ſyren 1s, whoſe 
powers of cd are ſo various, and ſo 


ſtrung !?! "4 4419355 41 ute 
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ee If you mean Lady Merton's protegce,” | 
replied ſhe, I really have no further know- 
ledge about her, than that her Ladyſhip 


picked her nn on one of the woes moun- 
. tains,”! | | 


75 0 Well,” ſaid. Miſs Felton, «© I always 
fancied there was ſomething extremely ruſ- 
tic about her, yet who could have believed 
that Lady Merton would introduce a:perſon 
whom nobody knew. I am really exceſ- 
ſively vexed, for I took her with me, as 
you ſaw to | Kenſington-Gardens, and all 
my acquaintance are curious to _ who 
I had with: me.“ 1 % 07 bene L 238 

Sir William Pa ds oh TY | hould- 
ers, and Colonel Beauclerc' had haſtily quit- 
ted them and returned to his ſeat by Au- 
guſta. Miſs Merton approached and juſt 
aſked her to play cards, which ſhe. declined; 
aligning as an excuſe, her total ignorance 
of any . She then . Colo- 
, nel 


ta 


a 
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nel Beauclerc, to make one of a party at loo, 


which he alſo excuſed himſelf from; being 
determined not to loſe the ſociety of Au- 


guſta, whom he ſoon perceived from his 
knowledge of the company, would be the 
only one who ſat by. This gentleman had 


been particularly ſtruck with the beauty of 


Auguſta, and her {kill in muſic, had made- 
a double intereſt in his heart. He had 


found means to engage her in converſation, by 


introducing that ſubject, and was not leſs de- 
lighted with the eaſe! and elegance of her 
manners. He readily ſaw: that ſhe was un- 
known to moſt of the company, and there- 


- fore had applied to Miſs Merton, to learn 


who ſhe was. The reply he received, had 
operated differently from what had been in- 
tended by it; and convinced him of the ſu- 
perior excellence of Auguſta, Born of a 
noble family, he was leſs tenacious of rank, 
than thoſe whoſe pretenſions 'were more 
equivocal ; and his liberal mind gave to 
extraordinary merit, the pre- eminence over 
= . adven- 


1 
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adventitious endowments. He now entered 
again into converſation with her, and ſhe 
was pleaſed to find him the n. well- 
bred man of faſhion, 


During all this time, neither Miſs Felton, 
or Sir William had taken the leaſt notice 
of Auguſta; who much ſurpriſed at it, ,at 
length ſaid, I muſt go and ſpeck to Mig 
Felton.“ Her reception was ſo cold, that 
ſhe would have felt pained from the appre- 
| henfion of having committed ſome indeco- 
rum, had not the character Mr. Sydenham 
had given her that moment occurred to her 
recollection; and ſhe ſaw that from the dif- 
tant civility of Miſs Merton, ſhe had ſuſ- 
tained a proportionate loſs, in that of Miſs 
Felton. Unwilling to obtrude, ſhe returned 
to her ſeat, and remained in converſation 


with Colonel Beauclere, until Lady Merton 


roſe to depart. 


So unpleaſant had the evening been to 


Auguſta, 


——— od ts | 
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' Auguſta, that ſhe returned home ſpiritleſs 


and : fatigued. Lady Merton perceived it, 


and expreſſed her fears that late hours, and 


hot rooms, by no means agreed with her. 
She aſſented to this; rather chuſing to ſuffer 
Lady Merton to remain in her errour, than 
give the moſt diſtant cauſe of ſuſpicion, that 


ſhe had been hurt by the apparent un- 


Kindneſs of Miſs Merton. 


” locking over the e which had 


been left, Lady Merton found a letter for 


Auguſta, who ſoon afterwards | retiring to 
her apartment, on opening it ſaw the ſigna- 
ture of Lord aden he: contents were 
as a 


41. is in vain that I purſue you, with the 
hope of finding a moment to declare to you 
the unalterable ſentiment, of my heart. You 
are either from home, or ſurrounded by 

people whoſe preſence impoſes ſilence. 
aer me therefore, „ moſt adorable of your 


ſex, 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH, 1635 


ſex, in this manner, to ſupplicate a revoca- 
tion of thoſe cruel words, which forbade 
me to hope that you would ever liſten to 
my vows. You are releaſed from thoſe 
obligations, which your too grateful heart, 
then dwelt upon; and I am under none, 
which ought, or can interfere, in the exqui- 
ſite happineſs of calling you mine ſor ever ? # 
You are dearer to me, than the very air 1 
breath, and equally neceſſary | to my exif” 

tance. In pity therefore, tell me that you 
but wiſh me to live, and T ſhall remain, your” 
moſt pany devoted, and r Ja 


% 
I) 
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gf 

wo 


kusrox.“ 


Auguſta was much ſhocked at the perſe- 
vering aſſiduities of this thoughtleſs, young 
man. She long fat ruminating upon his, 
letter, and as ſleep was effectually driven, 


from her, eyelids, ſhe took "Pp her Fd 


anſwered it as follows. "Hay 
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MY LORD, 


« ] am equally ſurpriſed and grieved, at. 


the purport of your letter; for I flattered 


myſelf, that abſence, and reflection, had en- 
abled you to conquer, an ill judged partia- 
lity. Be aſſured that the motives which in- 
duced me to decline liſtening to you before, 
have ſtill, and ever will bave, the ſame 


weight with me. I reſpect Lord Euſton: 


as the nephew of my benefaftor—I wiſh. 
to preſerve a place in his eſteem, and to 
give to him an equal ſhare of mine.—But 
more than that, can never be granted by 


| his obliged humble ſervant, 


AUGUSTA DENBEICH.” 


She- now ſought for reſt on her pillow, 


dut in vain; and when ſhe attended Lady 


Merton at breakfaſt, her countenance too 
plainly told the Neepleſs night ſhe had 


* 
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ADY MERTON and Auguſta paſſed 
| the whole morning, without the inter- 
ruption of viſiters; and her Ladyſhip juſt as 

they were about to part to dreſs for dinner, 
faid, © I have promiſed Mrs. Sydenham to 
ſpend the evening at her houſe, with a ſe- 
lect party of friends; but if you my dear 
| Miſs Denbeigh do not feel well enough to 
accompany me, I will ſend my excuſes, 


Re 7 : 
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« By no means, my deareſt madam,” re- 
plied Auguſta, © there is no reaſon for that; 
I muſt be much worſe than I really am, 
before I could ſuffer you to give up your 
engagement; and I ſhall be very happy to 
attend you.” She affected to look in ſpirits 
as ſhe ſpoke this, and taking up her work, 
quitted the room. As. ſhe aſcended the 
ſtairs, ſhe heard a loud rap at the door, 
and haſtened forward, congratulating herſelf 
that ſhe had made her eſcape, before the 
entrance of viſiters. 


. Previous 0 to their departure, for Mrs. Sy 
denham' 85 Lady Merton told Avguſta, that 
ſhe had had a viliter that morning, which 
ſhe placed to her account. . 
F rom AR, pray madam,” id Au- 
guſta bluſhing; for ſhe A it was 
Lord Euſton, LN 
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« From Colonel | hh ' replied ſhe. 
. "is 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 1265 


« Is he not my dear Lady Merton, one 
of your acquaintance ?”? 


« He is my dear Miſs Denbeigh ; but 
ſtill you were the avowed motive of his 
. „ 


« How ſo madam? He knows nothing 
of me. | 


« He has, I believe,” faid Lady Merton, 
ce ſeen too much of you for his repoſe. In 
ſhort my dear, to keep you no longer in ſuſ- 
pence, he acknowledged as much to me, 
and came here to learn from me, to whom 
his propoſals might firſt be communicated, 
with propriety. I told him of your having 
been educated under the care of Mr. Eu- 
ſton, brother to the Earl of Seaton; but 
that the death of your guardian had left you 
miſtreſs of yourſelf; and he is eager to ex- 
Preſs his admiration of you in perſon.” “ 


" Sk. I. F «Iam 
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I”, 


« I am ſorry, very forry,” replied Au- 
guſta, © that he honours me with ſuch dif- 


tinguiſhing regard; for I never can return it. 


„ Cclonel Beauclerc my dear,” ſaid Lady 
Merton, „is a moſt amiable man. He is 
beſides of the firſt family in England, being 


nephew to the Duke of Somerſet; you will 


therefore conſider all the advantages of ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, before you decline it.“ 


« ] am too grateful for the honour his 
preference does me, replied Auguſta, © to 
accept of it, without being able to beſtow - 
upon him in return, an equal degree of af- 
fection; which is alas! out of my power.“ 


« You will give me leave to infer then,” 
faid Lady Merton ſmiling, © that your heart 
is beſtowed elſewhere.” | 


« Do not conclude ſo my dear madam,” 
replied Auguſta ; I really am not deſigned 
\ 

| for 
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for high life; educated in the utmoſt obſcu- 
rity, I can receive no enjoyment from an 
intercourſe with the great world; and the 


utmoſt of my ambition is to be favoured 
with your friendſhip, and to paſs my days 
1n retirement.” | 


« ] will not wound you,” anſwered Lady 


Merton, „by calling theſe ſentiments ro- 
mantic; but my friendſhip for you is fo 
great, that I cannot ſuffer you to reject fo 
advantageous a propoſal, without taking 


more time to conlider of it. Colonel Beau- 
clerc is not a boy, and an attachment ſuch _ 


as his, is moſt likely to promote your feli- 
city. His application to me, convinces me, 
both of the ſolidity of his underſtanding, 
and the ſtrength of his affection. 


cc will ſuppoſe,” anſwered Auguſta, | 


« that Colonel Beauclerc's partiality is as 


oreat as your Ladyſhip deſcribes it, ſince | 
nothing elſe could induce him to think of 
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an obſcure young woman, who is without 
fortune, or a ſingle connexion in life, which 


can countenance his preference except 


yours. And ſhall I then, merely to aggran- 
dize myſelf, for I can be biaſſed by no other 
ſentiment, act ſo diſhonourably as to owe 
an exalted ftation to his generoſity, when 
the, only return I can make him, an affec- 
tion as pure-as his own, is totally beyond 
my power? Ah madam! what a life of mi- 


ſcry, muſt a life of ſuch diſſimulation be!“ 


« Still,“ cried Lady Merton, „this aver- 
ſion to Colonel Beauclerc, inclines me to 
ſuſpect ſome preference -elſewhere! If that 
has no exiſtence, but in my fancy, your 
gratitude would ſoon be converted into love, 


« When an acceptance 1n the firſt inſtance 
would convict me of ſuch ſelfiſh conduct, 
I ſhould be too much degraded in my own 
opinion, replied Auguſta, to be anſwera- 
ble in future, for that rectitude, from which 

Thad 
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I had fo glaringly ſwerved. What I know 
of my own heart, I will ſincerely avow to 


your Ladyſhip. 


It is, I firmly believe, free 


from that ſort of attachment, to which you 
allude; but I own, that when I think of 
Colonel Beauclerc, I cannot avoid making 
a compariſon, by which he 1s greatly the 
ſufferer. This preference, 1s however pro- 
duced by no expectations. The object of 
it has never given me reaſon, even to ſuſ- 
pect that he regarded me with partialiry, 
and is-as much above my wiſhes, as he is 


my hopes.“ 


« You are very ingenuous!” exclaimed 
Lady Merton, * how much I admire the deli- 
cacy of your ſentiments, and the rectitude of 


your principles. 


Indeed my dear Auguſta,” 


continued ſhe, «I know not any family t to 


whom you would not do honour.” 


« Oh madam!” faid Auguſta, = eyes 
filled with tears, „ this approbation from 


—_— 
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you, 1s indeed moſt dear and ſoothing to 
me! and fince J am fo fortunate as to re- 

celve it, allow me to hope that you will 

| have the goodneſs to put a ſtop to the fur- 
ther addreſſes of Colonel Beauclerc. 


That my love,” anſwered Lady Mer- 
ton, „would be improper and uncivil, I 
have referred him to yourſelf, and the re- 
fuſal muſt now come from you. I am ſorry 
J gave him the hopes I did, becauſe his 

- diſappointment will be the greater: But in- 
deed I covid not reftrain myſelf from doing 

juſtice to the character of my fair friend, 

and I told him I- fincerely wiſhed that he 
might call ſuch a treaſure his. He knows 
that we are to be from home this evening, 
and has therefore deferred his viſit to you, 
until to-morrow morning. But come, 
continued ſhe, it is time to go to Mrs. 

Sydenham's; the coach J hear has been at 

the door ſome time. They arrived ſo late 

at Mrs. Sydenham's, that two parties were 
p24 engaged 
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engaged at cards, and Lady»Merton was 
ſat down at the third table. Auguſta's 
courteſy to Miſs Felton, was returned by 
a diſtant bow, which Mr. Sydenham, who 
was at play in the ſame ſet, did not fall 
to gs 


« Auguſta having her work box with her, 
preſently ſat down, and began to amuſe her- 
felf with it. She had not however long 
purſued her employment, before Lord Eu- 
ſton entered the room, and took his ſeat 
by her. In the confuſion of her thought, 
ſhe ſcarcely lifted her eyes, up to him; 
but finding that he fat totally filent, ſhe at 
length thought it right to ſay ſomething, 
and aſked him in a low voice, if he did not 
join the card parties.“ 


ce No,“. was all his reply, but he ſpoke 
in ſo melancholy a tone of voice, that ſhe 
involuntarily looked at him, and perceiving 
14 2 great 
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a great alteration in his countenance, in- 
_ quired if he was unwell.” 


© The body,” replied he, © muſt ſym- 1 
pathize with the mind, where that is com- 
pletely miſerable, Your compaſſion,” con- 
tinued he, is withheld from me, and the diſ- 
pair I feel will ſoon remove the object of 
Your averſion.“ 


Talk not xcthas,” ſaid Auguſta, extremely 
affected; © indeed Lord Euſton you do me 
injuſtice; the unfortunate partiality you ho- 
nour me with, makes a unhappineſs, as 
much as it does your: own.” 


28 Impoſſible, eried he! Oh that you 
did but feel the hundredth part _ the ago- 
nies which I do!''— 


cc It it can indeed gratify you to know 
that 1 do, receive that ſatisfaction,“ replied 
Auguſta. You behold me poor, un- 
known, 
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known, and but for Lady Merton, un- 
friended. Theſe are calamities that muſt 
give ſome degree of pain to my boſom; and 
when to them, is added the reproach of hav- 
ing inflicted miſery on the nephew of my 
preſerver, I almoſt fink under the preſſure 
of my misfortunes. Oh my Lord! that 
you would conquer this fooliſh paſſion! 
then might I, under the diſintereſted name 
of friend, look up to you for advice and 
comfort, you, who have witneſſed how dear 
I was to the moſt valuable of men!” 


« Gracious heaven!“ ſaid Lord Euſton, 
can I bear to hear this, from the lips of 
Miſs Denbeigh? Oh adored object of my 
regard! if you will not ſuffer me to avert 
from you the evils you have mentioned, 
never again ſhall my complaint be added 
to your ſufferings. Let me but enjoy the 
friendſhip you offer, and teach me how 1 
can beſt deſerve it.” | 


13 « There,” 


* 
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i There,” ſaid Auguſta, © ſpoke the kin- 
dred ſpirit of the beſt of men! how would 


he have gloried in the magnanimity of his 
relation. This generous reſolution my 
Lord, relieves me from ſo much diſtreſs, 


and gives me ſuch convincing proof of the 
goodneſs of your heart, that my eſteem and 
gratitude are inviolably your's.” 


« Without your eſteem,” replied Lord 
Euſton, © kfe would not. be worth preſerv- 
ing.” | 


« Talk not ſo; faid Auguſta, © The 
conſciouſneſs of having performed our duty, 
is the ſweeteſt ſolace we can receive, when 
we ſtruggle with duappointment. Your 
family—your rank in life, demand that you 


ſhould aft nobly; and the keeneſt remorſe 


would I know, in. time be your portion, 


if reflection told you, you had acquitted 
yourſelf unworthily.“ 
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c“ Whilſt I hear you,” anſwered he, “1 
am almoſt charmed to a forgetfulneſs of 
what I ſuffer. But my paſſion will have its 
paroxyſm, and I will leave you * 1 
have reſolution to tear myſelf away.” 


30 Auguſta gave him her hand, and looked 
the approbation ſhe dared not expreſs.— 
He ſighed, and aaa 4 


She fat ſome little time 3 abſorbed 
in thought; and might have remained ſo 
much longer, had not Mr. Sydenham rouſed 
her from her reverie.. ©] have been miſe-- 
rable, ſaid he, to be with you; and have 
execrated both the cards, and party I have 
played with, for depriving me of a happineſs 
I prize ſo highly. But tell me my dear Miſs 
Denbeigh, why you are ſo grave?“ 


« J. know not that I am ſo, anſwered 
Auguſta. Pardon me, replied he, « but 
I have watched you for ſome time paſt, and 
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I thought the attention of Lord Euſton, 
ſeemed to give Fw dif] pleaſure.” 


« ] am Speed ſaid Auguſta, much 
hurt to find that he had obſerved her, * that 
you could take any intereſt in the conver- 
fation which paſſed between Lord Euſton 
and me. 


« And why ſurpriſed? Do not all that 
know Miſs Denbeigh take an intereſt in all 
that relates to her? or added he ſighing, am 
I fo ſingularly unfortunate that I cannot de- 
tach el thought from her, for even a mo- 
ment.” 


As Auguſta knew not what to reply to 
this ſtrange addreſs, ſhe remained ſilent; 
and Mr. Sydenham, putting a very different 
conſtruction, upon her embarraſſment, con- 
tinued to expreſs, in very vehement terms, 
his admiration of her. At laſt ſhe ſaid, Is 
this proper language for the huſband of Mrs, 

4 Syden- 
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Sydenham to uſe to the friend of Lady 
Merton?“ 


« That I am the huſband of Mrs. Syden- 
ham, I have never ceaſed to regret,” replied 


he, „ ſince I became acquainted with you; 


but that title, thank heaven, does not debar 
me from the power of reſcuing you from a 
dependance on Lady Merton's frowns— He 
was proceeding, when Auguſta, who in his 
want of reſpect evidently ſaw that he had 
received ſome information reſpecting her 
ſituation, and conjectured that it had been 
conveyed by Miſs Felton, aroſe from her 
ſeat, and fixing her eyes ſteadily upon him, 


ſaid, when Mr. Sydenham took upon 


himſclf to guard me againſt the caprice of 
faſhion, he ſhould alſo have prepared me 
to expect the freedom of ſuch an addreſs, 
that I might have ſhunned a houſe, the 
maſter of which, dares to avow ſuch prin- 
ciples of libertiniſm.“ She immediately 
repaired to the table where Lady Merton 


Was 
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was engaged, by the ſide of whom ſhe had 


not ſtood many moment, before ſhe fell 
ſenſeleſs on the floor, in a: fainting fit. 


The - conſternation became general, and 
Lady Merton's anxiety had almoſt reduced 
her to the fame ſituation. By the aſſiſtance 
of hartſhorn, Auguſta at length recovered, 
but nearly relapſed again, on. finding herſelf 
in the arms of Mr. Sydenham. Lady Mer- 
ton entreated that chairs might be inſtantly 
ſent for, and apologizing to Mrs. Sydenham, 
for leaving; her before ſupper, departed with 
Auguſta. She upbraided herſelf, for having 
been the cauſe, of taking. Miſs Denbeigh 
out, when ſhe appeared fo,unwell; and when 
they got home, had her put directly to bed, 
and fat by her, until Auguſta perſuaded her, 
that ſhe felt an inclination to. ſleep. She 
tried indeed to compoſe herſelf but could 
not; the tranſactions of the day, had agitated 
her frame too much; and it was not the in- 

ſult 
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ſult ſhe had received from Mr. Sydenham, 
- which had alone reduced her to ſuch a ſtate, 
but the repetition of diſagreeable occurences. 
Now that ſhe was left entirely to her own 
reflection, ſhe began to view her unhappy 
ſituation in a ſtronger light than ever; un- 
conſcious of artifice, and therefore unprepared 
to oppoſe it, ſhe faw all the dangers to 
which ſhe was expoſed. She had offended 
no one by an aſſuming demeanour, and her 
behaviour ſhe was ſure had been free from. 
that levity, which encourages diſreſpect ; 
yet. ſhe had met with mortifications, which. 
the moſt arrogant pretentions could alone- 
deſerve, and encountered unwarranted free-- 
doms, where ſhe had expeRed to be treated. 
with attention and regard. If ſuch were 
the evils, which generally attended. an inter- 
courſe with the faſhionable world, how /mall. 
a counterbalance, did its pleaſures afford? 
If her own unprotected ſituation alone pro- 
duced them, ought ſhe not again to ſeek 
ſafety in obſcurity? She reaſoned with her- 
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ſelf, whether Lady Merton, ſhould be made 
acquainted with Mr. Sydenham's conduct, 
or not. It pained her to give a check to 
the pleaſant intercourſe, which ſubſiſted be- 
tween their families, yet ſhe thought ſhe 
owed to her friend the diſcovery of ſuch an 
inſiduous character; and in ſuch perplexing 
reflections as theſe, did 28 Auguſta paſs 
the _ | 


CHAP, 


-- 
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C:HA-P.- XVIII. 


* 


UGUSTA's penetration, although fo 
newly exerciſed, had not deceived 
her. Miſs Felton, who arrived at Mrs. 
Sydenham's a full hour before Lad; Merton 
did, and probably with a deſign of diſcloſing. 
it, related as ſhe ſaid, the whole hiſtory of 
Miſs Denbeigh. She declared ſhe had 
learnt from a relation of Lady Merton's that 
ſhe was ſome low wretch, whom her Lady- 
ſhip had been ſo romantic as to educate; 
6 and 
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and added, ſhe was ſure ſhe was an Hypo- 
crite, and affected great reſerve of manners, 
becauſe ſhe dared not do otherwiſe. This 
information, Mrs. Sydenham declared, © ſhe 
could not have believed, if it had not been 
ſo well authenticated; but that Lady Mer- 
ton had weakneſſes which all her friends 
faw, at the ſame time that they overlooked, 
and pitied them.” As for Mr. Sydenham, 
he could hardly conceal the ſatisfaction this 
recital gave him, and therefore left the dif- 
cuſſion of it to the ladies, whilſt he con- 
templated how he could beſt employ it to 
his own advantage. He had been ſtruek 
with the beauty of Auguſta from the firſt 
moment he had ſeen her; but not knowing 
her real ſituation with reſpe& to Lady Mer- 
ton, he had not dared to harbour deſigns, 
for which he might be made accountable, 
in a manner not altogether ſo pleaſant to 
his feelings : but now that he found her un- 
protected, and a dependant, he harboured no 
doubt of his ſucceſs, and had no fears which 

1 could 
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could deter him from the attempt. His 
declarations had however been rather pre- 
mature, for ſo ſkilful a practitioner, but they 
had been drawn from him by the obſerva- 
tions he had made on Lord Euſton, whom 
he plainly perceived to be devoted to Au- 
guſta, and who, he believed, could entertain 
no ferious attachment for a girl of mean 
_ parentage, and a 70ad-eater, 


Lady Merton entered Auguſta's apart- 
ment on tip toe, and was ſurpriſed to find 
her up and dreſſed. She expreſſed concern 
at her having quitted her bed, and would 
hardly conſent to her going down ſtairs to 
breakfaſt. © My dear Miſs Denbeigh,” 
ſaid ſhe, as they ſat together, I can no 
longer conceal the apprehenſions I feel for 
you; you appear really ill, and ſomething 
muſt be done for the recovery of your 
health.” 


« Since your 1 is ſo good as to 
expreſs 
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expreſs ſo much ſolicitude for me, replied 
Auguſta, I will venture to own to you 
that I ſuſpe& I ſuffer from too much buſtle, 
and keeping of late hours. If you will al- 
ow me to remain at home, whilſt you par- 
take of the amuſements your friends hold 
out to you, I dare "= I 25 ſoon grow well.” 


SS +4 e 


re-eſtabliſhmenr of your health, faid Lady 
"Merton, „I ſhall joyfully ſubleribe to, even 
tho' it deprives me of the pleaſure of your 
"ſociety: but my dear, I ſhould think a 
little quiet amuſement would rather be of 
ſervice to you, and you ſhall yourſelf dictate, 
what it muſt be. 


« You are very good madam,” replied 
Auguſta, but indeed it will be better for 
me to give up going abroad entirely.” 4 

« It is fo extraordinary a wiſh at your 
age my love,” faid Lady Merton, that I 


can 
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can hardly think it originates in a want of 
health. I by no means deſire to know. any 
ſecrets, which you may not chuſe to diſcloſe ; 
but if it is poſſible for me to, mitigate the 
uneaſineſs which I ſee prays upon ou; you 
may command me to the extent of my 
power.” 


<« Dear Lady Merton,” replied Auguſta! 
© how your goodneſs affects me! Indeed I 
have not a ſecrer I would withhold from you, 
It is true there are ſome circumſtances, which 
do at preſent diſtreſs me. Lord Euſton 1s 
a ſource of great uneaſineſs to me; and there 
is alſo a friend of your Ladyſhip's, whoſe 
conduct has particularly diſpleaſed me. 
Lord Euſton, continued ſhe, during the 
viſit he made to his uncle, declared a parti- 
ality to me, which I did the utmoſt in my 
power to check. I can feel no further re- 
gard to him, than what is due from me, to 
the nephew of Mr. Euſton, and had I even 
ambition and pride to gratify, a connexion 
6 with 
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with his family, is the laſt thing I ſhould 
think of, ſince I know enough of the cha- 
racter of the Earl of Seaton, to be con- 
vinced, that he would look with contempt 
upon any woman, as a wife for his ſon, who 
united not all the ſplendid advantages of 
birth and fortune. Lord Euſton,” conti- 
nued ſhe, © has a good heart, but he is too 
thoughtleſs to judge of the conſequences of 
his imprudence. His perſeverence makes 
me unhappy, becauſe I ſee that his health 
viſibly declines; and it is dreadful to occa- 
ſion miſery one cannot relieve, He pro- 
miſed me laſt night, that I ſhould hear no 
more of his paſſion ; but I believe the beſt 
ſecurity I have for it, is to keep out of his 


way. 


« You act with your uſual good judge- 
ment, my dear Miſs Denbeigh,” faid Lady 
Merton, © in declining, for the preſent, the 
addreſſes, of this young inan. I know that 
his father is the moſt haughty, and ambitious 
| =: 
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of men; and that Lord Euſton would incur 
his everlaſting diſpleaſure, if he was to diſ- 
appoint his views. His daughter by his firſt 
lady, who is a moſt charming woman, and 
who poſſeſſed a large fortune in right of her 
mother, had an attachment to Captain Ameſe- 
ley, nephew to the Earl of Mortimer; but 
he never would have given his conſent to 
the match, had not the death, of Captain 
Ameſely's two couſins put him in poſſeſſion 
of the title and eſtate. I had a light know- 
ledge of the firſt Lady Seaton; ſhe was 
a moſt beautiful woman, and it was ſaid ſhe © 
had facrificed another attachment, for his 
title; they lived I believe extremely un- 
happy for a few years, when ſhe was ſup- 
poſed to have died of a broken heart. But,” 
added ſhe, © you have yet but half finiſhed 
the confidental hiſtory, you are ſo good as 
to favour me with: you ſaid another friend 
of mine, had contributed to make you un- 
happy.” | | 
« Yes, madam,” replied Auguſta, and I 
» : menti- 
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mentioned him with concern, becauſe he is 
your friend : but I think I-ought not to con- 
ceal from you, that Mr. Sydenham is ca- 
pable of ſuch diſhonourable conduct.“ 


Mr. Sydenham,” faid Lady Merton, 
«1s what the world calls a man of gallantry, 
but ſurely he has not dared to inſult you, 
whilſt you are under my protection? 


- Auguſta related all that had paſſed be- 
tween them, and Lady Merton's aſtoniſh- 
ment only gave place to her reſentment. 
She lamented that the contempt of an indi- 
vidual would be of no conſequence to a man 
ſo generally received in the world, and de- 
clared ſhe would never mix in ſociety with 
him again, until Auguſta hinted at the ſuſ- 
picions it might occaſion to Mrs. Sydenham, 
whoſe domeſtic comfort it might for ever 
deſtroy. Aſter a pauſe Lady Merton faid, 
« came to town to ſettle ſome buſineſs” 
preparatory to the arrival of my ſon, It is. 

finiſhed, 
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finiſhed, and I have no longer a motive to 
keep me in London. We will therefore 
immediately ſet out for the country, for in- 
deed my ſweet friend I cannot live without 
you! this will releaſe us both from our em- 
barraſſments; and I hope reſtore your. health. 
I have only to ſee Miſs: Merton, and pre- 
vail upon her to come to Merton Lodge 
after the birth day; and I will go directly, 


that we way take our departure to-morrow 
morning.” 


Auguſta expreſſed her oratitude in the 
hvelieſt terms, and Lady Merton foon after 
left her. 


She had not been gone long, before Co- 
lonel Beauclerc arrived. He ſeemed much 
ſhocked a the ſtate in which he found Au- 
guſta; for the roſes had forſaken her cheeks, 
and a ſickly langour had taken poſſeſſion of 
her features. His i Inquiries had all the ten- 


der ſolicitude of love, and in the full confi- 
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dence of ſucceſs, he made an avowal of his 
paſſion, Auguſta was ſoon ſufficiently recol- 
lected to expreſs her acknowledgements for 
the high honour he did her; and to aſſure 
him, that invincible obſtacles prevented her 
acceptance of it. His affection was too 
fervent to be chilled by a firſt refuſal, and 
he pleaded againſt it with all the eloquence 
which love is apt to inſpire. Auguſta's 
firmneſs at length convinced him that his 
hopes were unfounded, and he bade her a 
very melancholy adieu. 


She now rang, to deſire no more viſiters 
might be let in; but her orders were given 
too late, for Lord Euſton that moment en- 
tered the room. | 


« Oh Miſs Denbeigh!” ſaid be, © your 
countenance confirms the truth of the report 
I have juſt heard from Mis Felton. She 
has told me you were taken extremely ill 
at Mrs. Sydenham's laſt night.“ 
| 6 « From 
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« From ſome cauſe or other, probably 
the heat of the room, I fainted,” rephed 
Auguſta.” | > 


. fear,” ſaid he, I was the unfortunate 
cauſe.—I not only awakened your ſenſibility 
on my own account, but revived in your 
memory ſo many painful ideas, that your 
gentle ſpirit ſunk under them. But I will 
diſtreſs you no longer thus. I will quit Eng- 
land, and baniſh myſelf from you; until I find 
mylelf more worthy of being your friend. 
In the mean time you muſt give me leave 
to introduce you to my ſiſter, Lady Morti- 
mer. She will be proud of that titie, 1 
is already prepared to love, and admire you.” 


« The reſolution you have taken, my 
Lord,” replied Auguſta, © is now unneceſ- 
fary. I remove from town to-morrow 
morning, probably to viſit it no more, and 
as there will be fo little chance of our ever 
meeting again, I hope you will relinquiſh 

SO. the 
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the 1dea of exiling yourſelf from your friends. 
If any thing could tempt me to regret the 
ſuddenneſo of my departure, it would be the 
loſs of the pleaſure you have been ſo good 
as to prepare for me, in the propoſed intro- 


duction to Lady Mortimer.“ 


« Indeed!” ſaid Lord Euſton! do you 
leave town ſo very ſoon? Alas! much as I 
had prepared myſelf to quit you, this ſepa- 
ration ſcems a final blow to my peace. 


May I aſk whither you are going? and what 


occaſions ſo ſudden a departure.“ 


«Lady Merton,” replied Auguſta, 
« thinks that my health will be reſtored 
by a change of air, and kindly propoſes to 
take me into the country with her. Her 
ſolicitude for me is fo flattering, that ſhe 
has determined our excurſion ſhall take place 
without delay.” 


« Oh!” 


7 
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te Oh!” exclaimed Lord Euſton, may 
health, and every other happineſs attend 
you: but a foreign climate muſt be my re- 
fuge. When we meet again, I hope to 


bring you acquainted with my fiſter ; but 


until that period arrives, you muſt promiſe 
me to look upon this ſome times, that you 
may not forget your unhappy friend.” As 
he ſpoke, he preſented a beautiful watch to 


Auguſta. 


<« Indeed,” replied ſne, I ſhall need no 
memento to recall the remembrance of you. 
You are now too high in my opinion for 
me ever to forget you; but che watch I can- 


not r eceive. 


« Here is the one you gave me of my 
uncle's,” ſaid he, taking it from his pocket, 
«and I value it beyond any thing that 
money can purchaſe. You will either de- 
prive me of this treaſure, or take a bauble 

| - = 
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for which I have no uſe. One of them I 
polinvely leave behind me.” 


e If that be my only alternative,” ſaid 
Auguſta, © 1 will take that which you wiſh 
me, and if it will give you pleaſure, I pro- 
miſe you it ſhall be my conſtant companion.“ 


He kiſſed her hand, and unable to expreſs 


more than an inarticulate farewell, haſtily lefr 


When Lady Merton returned ſhe found 
Auguſta in tears. She kindly ſtrove to diſ- 
perſe them, and with a finile told her, that 
ſhe had eſcaped a rencounter that morning, 
_ which would have involved her in much 
deeper diſtreſs. This was no other than a 
viſit from Mr. and Mrs. Sydenham, who had 
called ſeparately at Lady Merton's, and been 
denied, in conſequence of Augufta's orders. 


The ladics took leave of each other, at 
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an early hour, having agreed to be in the 
carriage by ſix o'clock ; and Auguſta, who 
had received ſuch a ſmall portion of pleaſure 


from her vilit to L. Joytully prepared 
to quit it. 
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